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Interest Groups

Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING.

Am-Dram 4th Fri TBA
Book Group |3« Fri Betty Foster 797586 |betty.foster@btopenworld.com
grrgilgast 1st Tue |Gordon Brown 332%84 gordonbrown66@ntliworld.com
Card Craft  |3rd Mon (Jill Pullan 400545 (jillandmalcp@gmail.com
Garden Visits |1« Thur |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
Hobbies 39 Mon m?cuhrfeizglg 799322  |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Local History [4* Fri Rli\?vr;/ﬁ Iggjttt’gﬁt/ 795399 |diane.hibbert@btinternet.com
Lunch 3<Tue |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
?ﬁfisc%nal Various [/ilt?cuhrfei!glrc]i 799322 |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Odeon Visits [Various |Pam Berry 795473 |randp33@hotmail.com
p : y 07925

ub Quiz 3¢ Thur |Gordon Brown 896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
g{ii;\gitrc‘)gnes- 2@ Mon |Pam Haywood [|406078 |pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk
Strollers 4» Mon |Lynden Lowe |230023 |lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com
Tabl Al L .
thr)n%_;fw 3¢ Mon Ggg(rjei“s/\cl)n 438702 |goodisonj2@gmail.com
gg\?vl?rzg 3¢ Thur [Wendy Dixon (3)532(3)7 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk

07982 :
annbrown051@gmail.com
Trips & Visits |Various J/;rc]l?i eB ﬁz‘ﬁgé %;gg?z
Y 661894 masseyjackie@hotmail.com

Wine 3¢Wed [Jill Pullan 400545 ljillandmalcp@gmail.com
Appreciation ) P9 )




Apr 12th

May 10th

Fri 30th Jun

Wed 11th Oct
Tue 14th Nov
Wed 13th Dec

Meeting Programme 2023

Bob White
“You'd Never Believe It!”

Coronation Celebration Party, 10-12pm with
community singing, quiz, cakes and a
toast to King Charles 111

Future Events 2023

Social evening-details TBC

Our 10th Anniversary Party 10-12pm
Coffee morning 10-12pm
Christmas Party

If you wish to attend a garden talk by Martin Fish on 9th May at 7pm at the
Ashwood Centre, Kirkby in Ashfield, tickets £5, contact Jill Pullan on
01623 400545 for further information.

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time
employment who would like to join our u3a?

No age limit! Bring them along for a visit to see who we are

and what we do! “learn, laugh, live”

Interest Group membership

Please would members of interest groups remember to inform their group
leader if they will not be attending a future meeting/s.

If you have signed up to become a member, non attendance, especially on
a regular basis, can incur financial implications for the whole group and its
future, when there may be others who would like to join.

Some groups have vacancies, so please speak to the Group Leader or if you
have an idea for a new interest group or would like to start a second group
for one that is already running but full, please speak to Linda Stockton, our
Groups Coordinator.



A warm welcome to all members and visitors.

We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and
photos coming! It's not a newsletter if it hasn't got news! Articles will be
put on the website as they are received and has more space for photos, all
in colour! Please email articles to rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any
photos as an attachment.

The closing date for the next issue is 30th April

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am.

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers.

In case of any emergency, if you would like to give a contact name and
number that could be used by others, please write the details on your
membership card which should be carried with you at all u3a meetings,
events and activities. You may also wish to give these details to your Group
Leader.

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know.

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones
are set to silent.

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution.

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National

website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their

monthly newsletter via email, as well as automatically receiving the Third
Age Matters magazine by post. Both publications are full of

information, ideas, policies and feedback on the organisation and other
branches’ activities. There are links to these and other organisations on our
website.

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a
website, www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a newsletter.

You can listen to u3a radio now on podcasting platforms, including
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel.

Don't forget to look at the whiteboard on display at every meeting,
for more information about our u3a.



Chairman’s Report

Hello everyone and a very warm welcome to all, especially our new
members, hope you enjoy your new experience of our u3a.

Remember our June meeting will be our A.G.M. when some of the present
committee are standing down from their roles. You will receive information
by email about the AGM next month.

As I write this I am thinking about our Race Night last Friday, what a great
night it was and thanks go to Ann Mills and her team for organising the
event, the pie and chips were very welcome Ann thank you. Another great
social event when we were joined by visitors and friends from other u3a’s
within our area. Keep your eyes peeled for future social events and ask your
friends along, they are all published in our Newsletter.

Please be aware that we have new groups started, namely Art, which is part
of the Hobbies group and Photography.

Information about all groups are available from the group leaders listed in
the timetable in the Newsletter, or Linda our group co-ordinator.

Hope you have remembered your mugs!

Lynden Lowe

New Virtual Group

On the front cover is the first photo submitted to our monthly “Snapshot
Gallery”

Don't forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting.

Selected photos may also be included in the newsletter and on the website
and will be deleted after one month.
So get “snapping” no photos - no gallery!

Please remember that subscriptions for April 2023-March 2024 are now due
and must be paid by the end of May.



Garden Visits 2023— 1st Thursday monthly

May 4th Grimsthorpe Castle, Bourne

Jun 1st Kenilworth Castle, Warwickshire

Jul 6th Kiftsgate Gardens, Gloucester

Aug 3rd Sledmere House, Driffield

Sep 7th Ripley Castle Gardens, Harrogate

Oct 5th Batsford Arboretum, Moreton in Marsh
Nov 2nd Dukeries Garden Centre, Worksop
Dec 7th Belvoir Castle, Grantham

National Trust— 2nd Thursday April-October

May 11th  Rufford Old Hall, Ormskirk

Jun 8th Packwood House, Solihull

Jul 13th East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley

Aug 10th  Baddesley Clinton, Warwick

Sep 14th  Wentworth Woodhouse, Rotherham
Oct 12th Snowshill Manor, Broadway

Ann Mills & Maureen Litchfield

ODEON GROUP

We enjoyed an amazing performance in March of the opera Turandot by
Puccini. The set, costumes and singing, let alone the acting, were truly
superb. All live from the Royal Opera House, London and streamed to
Mansfield Odeon.

Next events:-

Wednesday 12th April- 7.15pm- ballet of Cinderella. Meeting in foyer at
6.55pm.

Thursday 27th April- 6.45pm- opera, Marriage of Figaro by Mozart.

See me to book. All £20. Pam Berry 07747 616 306

Lunch Group

New members Rita,
Janet, Joanne and
Helen joined us for
lunch at the Admiral
Rodney at Southwell
this month, a new
venue for us. A most
enjoyable afternoon.

Ann Mills




Notification of Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of Rainworth & District u3a will be held on
Wednesday 14th June 2023 at the Rainworth Village Hall, Kirklington Road,
Rainworth, NG21 0GY at 10am.

The present Chair and Vice chair of the committee will not be standing for
re-election.

The accounts will be made available for this meeting.

ALL FULLY PAID-UP MEMBERS are entitled to submit nominations and vote,
either by attending the meeting or by proxy. Nomination forms are available
from the Secretary, Diane Hibbert, and must be returned by April 12th. Late
nominations cannot be accepted.

Lynden Lowe
Chair of the committee 12th April 2023

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

A list of nominees will be included with the documentation to be distributed
in May.

Chair
Vice Chair

Secretary

Treasurer

and 8 Committee members with areas of responsibility.
AGENDA

1) Chair's opening remarks

2) Apologies for absence

3) Minutes of previous AGM

4) To receive and adopt the Chair’s Report

5) To receive and adopt the Statement of Accounts from April 2022 to March
2023 inclusive

6) To appoint an Examiner of Accounts
7) To elect the Officers and members of the committee
Diane Hibbert , Secretary of the committee 12 April 2023



Garden Visits

A winter visit to RHS Harlow Carr at Harrogate.

This was our first outing of the year, luckily a week before the snow
appeared. It was a chilly and dull day but the gardens were not without
colour with hellebores, snowdrops, cyclamen and early varieties of
rododendrons.

The embroidered squares were created by a local Guild from photos of
flowers taken in the gardens and provided by the RHS.

On the way home we drove past Harewood House and were treated to an
amazing display of six red kites in flight.

Ann Mills -photo on back page

Breakfast Group

Eighteen members
J enjoyed a breakfast at
Larch Farm this month.

The next breakfast is at
~ the Limes cafe on

~ Tuesday 4th April.
Gordon Brown

Strollers (and "Stragglers!”)

The Strollers, and their new
sub-group the Stragglers,
enjoyed a muddy ramble
along the Tippings Wood
Trail. Lots of catkins and
Spring blossom, daffodils and
cowslips, and at times, hot
sun. We ended with bar
shacks at the newly
refurbished Lurcher pub.

Diane Hibbert




Local History Group
The group defied the wild and windy weather

forecast and actually had a fine morning for their
Southwell Walkabout guided tour.

We also got a rare chance to see the original
Bramley Apple Tree, now in a frail state but still
managing to produce apples. Last year it had a
bumper crop, despite honey fungus in the soil. It
is in bud again, so fingers crossed for this year.
The tree has been named as one of the 70 Jubilee ==
Canopy of Trees. IJulia, from Brackenhurst College who own the tree and
Bramley cottage, allowed us special access and answered our many
questions.

Our Southwell Heritage guide Mike took us on
a good walk around the boundaries of old
~ Southwell, pointing out historic buildings on the
. way. The old police station, court house and
house of correction formed a notable trio.
N We were impressed that Roman remains had
p< been preserved in a field, saved from
development by a local donor at a cost of
a4 £10m! The Saracen’s Head hotel, once the
prlde of Southwell, is now in a sorry state, in need of repair.
In need of refreshment, we visited the Refectory for well-earned
refreshments. As a finale, the heavens opened as we made for our cars and
home!

Diane Hibbert

Card Craft Group

m Here is a selection of the

= | — beautiful cards made by
] y the group. We meet on

the 3rd Monday monthly

at the Rainworth

| Methodist Church Hall.

| 2-4pm.




The Ringtones
Edward Elgar: an enigma!

The Ringtones have been singing Land of Hope and Glory, one of Sir
Edward’s greatest hits. From humble beginnings in Broadheath, near
Malvern, Edward was to become an internationally acclaimed composer,
responsible for reviving an interest in England’s music. He was self taught
and felt that music was always in the air and in the Worcestershire
countryside waiting to be drawn down. I have read a great deal about
Elgar. One story makes me chuckle.

Elgar was discussing his violin concerto with a fellow musician in his
garden. He had dabbled in chemistry with some success and earlier had
set up an experiment in the garden shed. The shed exploded, but Elgar
was oblivious and continued his conversation as if nothing had happened.
Listening to the ‘Cello Concerto, Enigma Variations and the Dream of
Gerontius, reminds us of a truly great composer. A visit to the Broadheath
Birthplace museum and the Malvern Hills is highly recommended.

Here we can
see the
singers
rehearsing for
our Coronation )
Celebration on
Wed 10th May

Ian Hibbert

Book Group
Black Rain Falling by Jacob Ross

Black Rain Falling is a stunning crime novel that asks how far one should go
to protect those they love. On the fictional Caribbean Island of Camaho,
forensics expert Michael ‘Digger’ Digson is in deep trouble. His fellow CID
detective Miss Stanislaus kills a man in self defence but their superiors
believe it was murder and Digger is given just 6 weeks to prove her
innocence. While the authorities bear down on them, Digger and Miss
Stanislaus investigate a shocking roadside murder, the first tremors of a
storm of crime and corruption that will break over Camaho at any moment.

Although the dialogue makes reading this book difficult initially, once familiar
with it this is a fascinating and enjoyable story.

Betty Foster
10



Committee

_ . 230023 Chairman
Lynden lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com
Lowe
Pam
pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 406078 Vice-Chair
Haywood
Diane _ Business
Hibbert secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 795399 Secretary
Jill Lowe jillylo@yahoo.co.uk 230023 Treasurer
. . Programme &
Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 631714 Social
Secretary
Chris .
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 07752 Membership
Bentley 238 045 Secretary
Linda
linda.stockton@ymail.com 634154 Groups
Stockton Coordinator
Mary
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 624063 Newsletter
Howarth
Editor/Website
Diana 406342 Welfare
Parker dianaparker76@googlemail.com Officer
Andrew L . 438702 Committee
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com Member
JilPullan | jillandmalcp@gmail.com 400545 [ Committee
Member
07580 Committee
Wendy
] mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 385437 Member
Dixon
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Garden Group - tea at Bettys and a stroII in the gardens

‘A page-turner, a literary novel dhm:m m
EGrardian on The Bone Iemr:

A big thank you to Stefan
and his friends from Dukeries
u3a for organising our Race
Night.

A great night with 3 happy
winners winning cash prizes.




