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Interest Groups

Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING.

“Virtual”
Snapshot Slideshow (Ian Hibbert 795399 [snapgallery21@gmail.com
Gallery
monthly
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Hobbies 3¢ Mon m?cuhrfeizglg 799322 |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Local History [4* Fri Eli\?vr;/ﬁ Elerttt)gIrlt/ 795399 |diane.hibbert@btinternet.com
Lunch 3<Tue |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
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Meeting Programme 2024

Wed 10th April Peter Slater
“Do You Know Who I Am?
Wed 8th May Ron Goodley

“My Life As A Chauffeur”

Future Events 2024-save the dates!

Fri 17th May Gary Haynes—Musician, 6.30-10pm
Tickets £10 available today
Bring your own food. Doors and bar open 6.30pm

Wed 26th Jun North Notts Neighbourhood Group of u3as
are holding a “Picnic in the Forest” at the
Sherwood Visitor Centre, Edwinstowe.
Details to follow.

Fri 23rd Aug Garden party at the Methodist Church Hall.
Details to follow.

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation
We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100%
funding stays local.
Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone!

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time
employment who would like to join our u3a? No age limit! Bring
them along for a visit to see who we are and what we do!

“learn, laugh, live”

Snapshot Gallery - Virtual Group

Don't forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com

for the slideshow at each monthly meeting.

Selected photos will also be included in the newsletter and on the website
and deleted after one month.

So get “snapping” no photos - no gallery!



A warm welcome to all our members and visitors and to Peter Slater. We
hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the

articles and photos coming! It's not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!
Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.

The closing date for the next issue is 30th April

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am.

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do not wish
to receive the Third Age Matters magazine.

In case of an emergency, please give a contact name and number that you
would like used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our
Welfare Officer, Linda Stockton, know.

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones
are set to silent.

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution.

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a
website, www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly
newsletter called “Newsbites. "There are links to these and other
organisations on our website.

You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including

Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel.

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and
organisations.



Words from the Chair

At the time of this newsletter going to print, we are expecting to hold our
meeting at the Village Hall so fingers crossed!

A big thank you to Paul and the staff at the Rainworth Miners Welfare for
stepping in last month and allowing us to use their function room at the last
minute. We were made very welcome and they were very helpful when one
of our members became unwell and needed emergency care.

I would like to remind all members to please wear your membership cards
for identification, which should have ™ in case of emergency contact” details
written on, to help in the event of a situation.

Please ensure you have renewed your subscription, group leaders should
check that their members have done so in order to meet u3a insurance
requirements.

Tickets for our next social event on Friday 17th May are on sale, a great
evening’s entertainment by Gary Haynes for only £10. Don't leave it to the
last minute, unsold tickets will be offered to other u3as!

Our AGM is coming up in June, nomination forms are available today from
Diane Hibbert, our Secretary, to be returned by 30th April. If you are not
sure what is involved in becoming a committee member, please speak to
Diane who will be happy to discuss the role with you.

The bi-monthly Notts Network Newsbites, is available this month, use the
link on the website or the contact details on the opposite page to access it
and look at the report submitted by Jackie, our Press Secretary and see
what other u3as are doing.

Please be aware of “scam” emails, there have been several coming through
to members lately. Do not open attachments, click on any links or reply to

sender, even if they look to be from a hame you recognise. The scammers
are creative in attracting your interest and gaining your confidence.

Mary

Request from the Social Committee . If you have any unwanted gift bags
could you please let Maureen have them for use on the tombola stall at the
next Coffee Morning in November. Thank you



Notification of Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of Rainworth and District u3a will be held on
Wednesday 12th June 2024, in Rainworth Village Hall, Kirklington Road,
Rainworth, Notts at 10am.

ALL FULLY PAID-UP MEMBERS are entitled to submit nominations for
committee, and vote, either by attending the meeting or by proxy.
Nomination forms are available from the Secretary, Diane Hibbert, and must
be returned by April 30", in person or to 18 Diamond Avenue, Rainworth,
NG21 OFF. Late nominations cannot be accepted.

Mary Howarth

Chair of the committee. 10" April 2024.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
A list of nominees will be included with the documentation to be distributed
in May.
1) Chair 2) Vice Chair 3) Secretary
4) Treasurer
and up to 8 committee members with areas of responsibility.
AGENDA
1) Chair's opening remarks
2) Apologies for absence
3) Minutes of previous AGM
4) To receive and adopt the Chair's Report
5) To receive and adopt the Statement of Accounts from April 2023 to
March 2024 inclusive
6) To appoint an Examiner of Accounts
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Book Group
Something to live for by Richard Roper

alone and works for the council RICHARD ROPER
searching for the next of kin of people

regularly attends their funerals if they S OMETH !N&
have no-one else. His work colleagues :
a perfect life with a wife and two

children when the truth is he lives a

The book is about Andrew who lives

who have died alone. He also

ﬁren’t the most pleasapt of people and '[’é’, lEVE I: O‘K
e has led them to believe that he has :

lonely life in a grotty flat with only his

train set, his Ella Fitzgerald music and e oo
an online community of fellow model P ety bl

train enthusiasts.

Things really begin to change for
Andrew when he gets a new teammate
at work, Peggy, to whom he gradually
opens up and we learn about his past
life and why he is the way he is.

“Uplidking” LIBAY PAGE

We all enjoyed this book. It is very moving at times but also very funny
considering its subject and I would highly recommend it.

Betty Foster
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Garden Visits

Felley Priory near Underwood was
our choice for March.

First stop was the tearoom for
coffee and scones, then onto the
gardens. The early bulbs had
almost finished but there was an
amazing display of hellebores of all
colours. The gardeners had used
the “off season” to maintain the
lawns and beds. The topiary was
immaculate, not a stray leaf any-
where and a credit to the workers.

Next a call at their plant nursery
then onto the Badger Box for lunch.
The house dates back to 1557 on
the site of a 10th century hermitage
and has been extended over the years. Major Chaworth Musters purchased
Felley in 1973 after selling his home at Annesley Hall and he and his wife
created the gardens. The house is not open to the public but the gardens
are open most of the year with interest throughout the seasons.

Ann Mills

Ten Pin Bowling

. the winners of the highest
score and the most strikes
at the March meeting.




Strollers

On a wet March Monday morning the group, augmented by two new
members, Rod and Jean, braved the elements for a stroll around Kings Mill
Reservoir. The local wildlife composing of Canada Geese, Swans, Ducks
and Moorhens, were oblivious to the rain, unlike us! Ian and Lynden were
very disappointed at being unable to “Go Ape” on the newly installed
equipment for swinging from a height. It is yet to be opened up to the
public but maybe they will return at a later date and give it a go. We did
one circuit of the reservoir, cutting the stroll short due to the inclement
weather. The boat house is still being renovated so it will be interesting to
see it when the work has been completed. Rounding the last bend of the
walk we were met by a wonderful sight which immediately brought into
mind the words of William Wordsworth:

“I wandered lonely as a cloud,
that floats on high o'er hills and vales,
when all at once I saw a crowd
a host of golden daffodils,
beside the lake, beneath the trees
fluttering and dancing in the breeze.”

We finished the stroll back at Morrison’s Supermarket Cafe where we
enjoyed our refreshments at a reasonable price.
The next walk will take place on Monday 22nd April at Brierley Park,
Huthwaite, just off the B6026 road, leaving at 10.30 am. If anyone has a
suggestion for somewhere new to go please let us know and we will
discuss it with the group.

Andrew and Susan Goodison




Local History Group

The only traces of Nottinghamshire coalmining that remain today are the
colliery villages themselves.

Local historian and author Chris Matthews gave us a comprehensive history
of how mining for coal shaped the villages of our area.

Rainworth, Bilsthorpe, Clipstone, Warsop Vale and Ollerton were among
those places considered. The various mining companies had different
approaches to their colliery villages. Not only houses, but also sports
facilities, pubs, shops, welfares, churches and schools were built, with
attention to quality, design and architectural detail which remain today.

It was interesting to see the

EDWINSTOWE BILSTHORPE

development from the late Victorian Noringnamonre couros [N

Nottinghamshire Coalfield
Guidebook &

grid system of terraced houses to the
more spacious 1920s Garden City style
of model village.

This was an interesting and instructive
presentation to which our members

contributed their own experiences of PR —
living and working in these colliery [ wansorvae RAINWORTH

Model Villages of the Mod: illages of the
Nottinghamshire Coalfield Notti amshire Coalfield
G 5

villages. Guideook 4 Guideb00KS
Diane Hibbert.

Answers to last month’s puzzie

How many ........ on Trents can you
name. There are actually 12 - one more
than I thought.

Stoke on Trent, Walton on Trent, Burton on Trent, Barrow on Trent, Wes-
ton on Trent, Aston on Trent, Radcliffe on Trent, Newark on Trent, Carlton
on Trent, Sutton on Trent, Newton on Trent and Dunham on Trent.

Do you read the Mansfield, Ashfield and Sherwood News Journal? It is free,
published at the end of each month and distributed to local shops and
superstores. In Rainworth, it can be found in Tesco Express, Coop and Nisa.
Jackie, our Press Secretary writes an article on our u3a each month. A copy
s with our display board today. Have a look at it and get a copy each
month, it flies out the shops each time so be quick if you want to get one!!!
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Commiittee

Mary chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk Chair
Howarth rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 624063 \Iilvtfvszllgiter
Publicity
Jean dtibinaham@vah ‘ 07572 Vice-Chair
i ingham@yahoo.co.u
Bingham Jing Y 075528 Refreshments
Publicity
Diane _ gusinfss
Hibbert secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 795399 ecr-e -ary
Publicity
Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 230023 Treasurer
Publicity
. . Programme &
Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 631714 Social
Secretary
Chris .
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 07752 Membership
Bentley 238 045 Secretary
Linda
linda.stockton@ymail.com 634154 We_Ifare
Stockton Officer
égg:ﬁgm goodisonj2@gmail.com 438702 ?ues;lc?rgc
07982
Ann Brown annbrown051@gmail.com 243462 Publicity

Rainworth Methodist Church are holding a Coffee Morning in the

Chapel on Saturday 20th April, 10-12pm, free admission. Drinks and cakes
available and a variety of stalls. Please support this fundraising event if you
are able to. The church supports several of our interest groups by

providing the use of their church hall at a reasonable cost.
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Strollers braving the inclement
weather!

Betty and Barbara getting up close
with plants during the garden visit.

More from the Snapshot Gallery.



