
   

DECEMBER 2023 Newsletter 

 www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk 
   rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

facebook – rainworthu3a 
We meet on the second Wednesday  

of the month, 10am-12pm  
at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

  Lindhurst Wind Farm 

  Community Trust 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Food Glorious Food! 

“Cake by Jean” at      “Cakes by Ann” at our  
Local History Group    Autumn Coffee Morning 
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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow 
monthly 

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust 2nd Thur Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Andrew 
Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Wed 13th Dec            Christmas Party with Paula Cornwell as  
    “The Honourable Mrs Victor Bruce” and 
    The Ringtones. 10-2pm 

Meeting Programme 2024 

Wed 10th Jan   John Bryan—Age UK 
 

Future Events 2024 
 

Tues 20th Feb  Coffee morning 10-12pm with tombola, raffle, 
    bookstall and jigsaw table. 
    £3 pay on the door includes drink and cake. 
    Donations would be appreciated. 
    Everyone welcome, bring your family, friends 
    and neighbours. 

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone! 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?  No age limit! Bring 

them along for a visit to see who we are  and what we do!   
 “learn, laugh, live” 

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation 
 We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.  

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100% 
funding stays local.  

Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk 

Snapshot Gallery -  Virtual Group  

Don’t forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,  
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com  
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting. 
 
Selected photos will also be included in the newsletter and on the website 
and deleted after one month. 
So get “snapping”  no photos - no gallery!   
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A warm welcome to all our members and visitors and our entertainer Paula 
Cornwell. We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the  
articles and photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!   
Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space 
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to  
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 31st December 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do not wish 
to receive the Third Age Matters magazine. 

In case of any emergency, please give a contact name and number that 
should be used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also 
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried 
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.  

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and 
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.  
We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly 
newsletter called “Newsbites.”There are links to these and other  
organisations on our website. 
You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every  
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and 
organisations. 
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Words from the Chair  

 
Welcome to our Christmas party, our last meeting in 2023.  I know we will 
have an enjoyable time with good entertainment , good food and good  
company! 

Our autumn coffee morning was, as usual full of fun, friendship, food and 
fundraising together with singing from The Ringtones and a brain teaser 
quiz devised by Pam! It raised £303, a wonderful amount-thank you all. 
The tombola and raffle were well stocked  with donations, including 2 from 
Rainworth Cooperative Funeral Directors, who support our u3a by displaying 
posters, thank you to everyone who donated and purchased, the stall  
volunteers and those on the door welcoming everyone. 
The bookstall and jigsaw table were also open for business. 

The Ringtones sang seasonal songs with visual aids for the audience,  
mobile written lyrics of “On Ilkley Moor Bah Tat” for joining in and  
moustaches for the singers performing “The Gendarmes Duet” 
Thanks to Ian and the singers for top class entertainment as usual. 

“Cakes by Ann” were swiftly devoured along with hot drinks from the  
refreshment volunteers. 

We also celebrated Andrew Goodison’s 80th birthday with a surprise cake 
and sherry supplied by Susan, his wife. 

Thanks also to Councillor Tom Smith who made time to join us during the 
morning. 
It’s been a busy year with a range of events especially the Coronation  
and 10th Anniversary parties, a Barn Dance, Race Night, 2 Coffee  
Mornings and the many trips and activities organised by interest groups. 

Thank you to all our members, and especially the Committee who manage 
and oversee all aspects of Rainworth & District u3a, the Social Committee 
who fundraise, the Group Coordinator and Leaders and all of the volunteers 
who help in so many other ways. 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year, see you 
in 2024! 

 

Mary 
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Christmas Tree Festival 
2nd-17th December 

We were invited by St Simon and St Jude’s Church, Rainworth, to join in this 
community event. It was very successful last year and always a pleasure to 
meet other groups, organisations and local businesses who are taking part 
and whose displays were an excellent representation of themselves. 
The event opened with the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 2nd December, a 
wonderful church and community event, and will be open during services and 
during Coffee Shop opening times.  
See the end result on the back page! Thanks to Ian and Diane for their help. 
Please support our u3a and the community by visiting the festival, it is an 
ideal part of the Christmas season. 
Mary 

Trips and Visits 

Twenty eight members visited Leeds Christmas Market recently.  
The market was very disappointing, not all together in one place but dotted 
here and there, however being the stalwarts that we are we still enjoyed a 
day of shopping, eating and drinking! The coach was very comfortable and 
the driver was a great help. 
Ann Brown 
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Table top games 

There were nine players, which just made it possible to play our popular 
Maltese Cross dominoes game.  Undoubted champion was Jim who won 
three games, John won two, and the rest of us managed a game each, 
apart from Christine and Susan who were unlucky this time. 

Our Kurling session took place in the second half to avoid the cleaners, who 
gave the lane an extra shine and sparkle with their polishing!  This month, 
Reds beat Blues by 56 to 38. 

There was no time left for an anticipated game of Boggle, but it will be on 
the agenda for next time, along with Scrabble and Mexican Train. 

Ian and Diane Hibbert 

Ten Pin Bowling 

Congratulations to Jill Lowe, the November 
Winner of both the most strikes and highest 
scores. 

Gordon Brown 

 

Christmas Tree Festival 
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Book Group - A Rising Man by Abir Mukherjee 

An historical crime novel set in India in 1919. Captain Sam Wyndham has 
returned to England with an addiction to the opium used in his medical care 
after fighting in the trenches, only to find his wife has died in the Spanish 
flu outbreak. With no idea of what to do next, and as a veteran of Scotland 
Yard, he accepts an offer to join the police force in Calcutta where he is 
immediately faced with solving the brutal murder of a British officer whose 
body is found half submerged in an open sewer and with a note stuffed in 
his mouth warning the British to leave India. Wyndham is assisted in his 
search for the killer by Inspector Digby of the Imperial police force and a 
local sergeant Surrender-Not Bannerjee [so called because of the impossi-
bility of pronouncing his name]. It is a complicated investigation and they 
find unseen forces manipulating their inquiries. The main  
characters are very likeable and the sights and sounds of Calcutta and  
India generally very well described along with the dominant prejudices and 
attitudes of the time.  

If you are a fan of political intrigue with a dose of conspiracy, all set 
against historical events, you would enjoy A Rising Man. It was  
Mukherjee’s debut novel but he has since written several more books, all 
set in India. 

Betty Foster 

Odeon Group 
 
A few of us had an interesting time at the last event. The Odeon had 
changed the screen and not told us until it was nearly too late! Some were 
redirected to the correct screen and others endured the start of a horror 
film. All ended well as we didn’t miss the performance of the ballet Don 
Quixote. Typically Spanish and vivacious with splendid dancing that was a 
feat in itself. The main couple (also in real life) were not only beautiful  
dancers but the lifts were so athletic. A lovely evening. 
 
In January I will be booking for: 
 
Rusalka- an opera by Dvorak on Wednesday 24th January 
 
Manon- a ballet on Wednesday 7th February 
 
Happy Christmas to all Odeon eventers. 
Pam Berry 
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Breakfast Group 

Check out the photo on the back page, of members anxiously awaiting their 
food when visiting The Bakers Shop Café, Unit 13, Maun Close, Off  
Hermitage Lane, Mansfield. NG18 5GY for the first time! It is tucked away 
on an Industrial Estate and the reviews on their breakfasts, lunches and  
afternoon teas have been very good.  
Look at their website and facebook page! Give them a visit! 

 

Strollers 
 
We woke up to a grey morning with  
torrential rain, but not wanting to  
appear mardy we all met at Vicar Water 
for our stroll. Now, in our defence, the 
forecast did predict 100% chance of rain 
for the next couple of hours, so we  
decided to swerve the walk and went 
directly to Rumbles Cafe for our “end of 
walk” breakfast cobs and the usual chit 
chat which went on much longer than 
usual. A couple of brave stalwarts went 
to visit the lake (don’t ask) whilst the 
rest of us had more cobs and coffee. 
After all, it was almost lunchtime by 
now. As Henry said “There are worse 
ways of spending a rainy Monday  
morning.” 

Come and join this 
happy band, see what 
you are missing! 
Ann Mills 
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Local History Group 

 

November saw our 
final meeting of 2023.  
We ended the year 
with a fuddle,  
refreshments  
generously provided by 
the group members,  
including a Christmas 
cake made by Jean. 
(Photo on front page!)
Maureen and Sandy 
made sure we were fed 
and watered, as they 
have done throughout 
the year.  Thank you both for doing that. 
 
Our brains were kept active with a mystery objects quiz.  For this, we 
welcomed Becky and Cassie from Newark Museum, who brought with 
them a dozen or so items from their archives.  We split into 3 teams to 
try and guess what they were used for.  Amongst the things we  
examined were a pork pie raiser, sugar snips, a rather gruesome tooth  
extractor and a rare ladies’ side-saddle shoe.   
This project to bring  
museum objects out into the community is funded by the Arts Council 

and is entirely free.  
Our meeting ended with an old-time  
radio and TV quiz.  
 
Neil Pledger will be our guest presenter 
on Friday 26th January at the Cambridge 
Close Community Centre, with his  
pictures of Mansfield past and present. 

Diane Hibbert. 
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Committee 

Mary 
Howarth 

 chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

  

 

624063 

 

Chair 

Website  
Newsletter 
Publicity 

Jean  
Bingham dtjbingham@yahoo.co.uk 

 

07572 

075528 

 

 

Vice-Chair  

Refreshments 
Publicity 

 Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
 

795399 

 

 
Business  
Secretary 

Publicity 

Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
230023 
 

  
Treasurer 

Publicity 

Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 

  

631714 

 
Programme & 
Social 
Secretary 

Chris 

Bentley 
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 

  
07752 

238 045 

  
Membership 

Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 

 
634154 

 
Groups 

Coordinator 

Diana 

Parker 

 

dianaparker76@googlemail.com 

 
406342 

 
Welfare 

Officer 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 

  
438702 

 
Meeting  
Support 

Ann Brown annbrown051@gmail.com 

07982 

243462 

 
Publicity 
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