
   

FEBRUARY 2024 Newsletter 
 www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

   rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 
facebook – rainworthu3a 

 
We meet on the second Wednesday  

of the month, 10am-12pm  
at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

  Lindhurst Wind Farm 

  Community Trust 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

Card Craft 

Jill and  
Louise made 
these 
beautiful  
butterfly 
birthday 
boxes at the 
last meeting 
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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow 
monthly 

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust 2nd Thur Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Andrew 
Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme 2024 

Wed  14th Feb  Steve Allen 
    “My Musical History Show” 

Wed 13th Mar  Chris Weir 
    “History of Boots” 
 

Future Events 2024 

Tues 20th Feb  Coffee morning 10-12pm  
    with tombola, raffle, bookstall and jigsaw table. 
    £3 pay on the door includes drink and cake.  
    Everyone welcome, bring your family, friends 
    and neighbours.     

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone! 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?  No age limit! Bring 

them along for a visit to see who we are  and what we do!   
 “learn, laugh, live” 

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation 
 We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.  

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100% 
funding stays local.  

Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk 

Snapshot Gallery -  Virtual Group  

Don’t forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,  
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com  
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting. 
 
Selected photos will also be included in the newsletter and on the website 
and deleted after one month. 
So get “snapping”  no photos - no gallery!   
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A warm welcome to all our members and visitors and to Steve Allen. We 
hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the  
articles and photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!   
Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space 
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to  
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 29th February 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do not wish 
to receive the Third Age Matters magazine. 

In case of any emergency, please give a contact name and number that 
should be used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also 
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried 
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.  

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Linda Stockton, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and 
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.  
We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly 
newsletter called “Newsbites.”There are links to these and other  
organisations on our website. 
You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every  
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and 
organisations. 
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Words from the Chair 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

Good morning everyone, I hope you have all had a good month and have 
not succumbed to any of the many winter ailments that seem to be around. 

Thank you to those who attended the “Plan B” meeting at the Blidworth 
Miners Welfare last month due to building works at the Rainworth Village 
Hall. We were lucky to be able to use those premises at the last minute and 
are grateful to Kate and Dave, the Managers, for making us so welcome. 

We have our Coffee morning next week on Tues 20th February,  
10-12pm, with our popular tombola, raffle, bookstall , jigsaw table and  
The Ringtones, all for only £3 including drink and cake. A bargain!  
Please try and come, it is an opportunity to meet and chat with members 
who you may not be able to at main meetings. Remember social interaction 
helps us all! 
Thank you for all your generous donations to the tombola, it is a valuable 
fundraising event. 

Our financial year runs from April to March so that means our membership 
subscriptions are due. These should be paid at the March and April  
meetings. 
Membership will be cancelled if fees have not been paid by the end of May. 
There is no increase in fees this year mainly due to the grant from the  
Lindhurst Windfarm Trust that has paid for the printing of our newsletter for 
the past year. Thank you to the Notts Community Foundation for enabling 
that grant. 

Our interest groups have continued to be active and interesting. 
A big thank you as always to the Group Leaders for being committed in 
providing members with the opportunity to “learn, laugh, live” which is vital 
for our health and wellbeing.  
There is always room for more interest groups, if you have a special hobby 
or interest you would like share with others, please speak to me, we are 
very supportive in any ideas put forward to create a new group in fact -  

“the more the merrier!” 

See you in March 

Mary 
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Local History Group – Mansfield - Past and Present 

The local history group was treated 
to a lively presentation by  
photographer Neil Pledger, who 
showed his obvious affection and 
enthusiasm for all things Mansfield. 

His technique involved footprint past 
- and - present images of places in 
and around the town, some  
well-known, some not so.  
He superimposes a present-day  
image over a photo of the same 
place from the past. 

Neil grew up in Mansfield in the 60s 
and his presentation took in his 
many interests.  We covered mining, 
hosiery manufacturing, brewing and 
quarrying, leisure-time parks and 
playgrounds, jazz bands, the Berry 
Hill gala, cinemas, swimming baths, 
pubs, shops and the market.  

It was fascinating to see how these 
have all changed over time and the 
memories they recalled.  There was a lively question and answer session, but 
one thing that had us all stumped was the Rocking Box. No one knew what it 
was, but the clue is in the market place! 

Diane Hibbert. 

Next meeting Feb 23rd at Cambridge Close, when we will be taking a   
journey down the River Trent. 

Garden Visits 

Our planned meeting for January was unable to go ahead, but that didn’t 
mean we couldn’t get together, so off we went to Reg Taylor’s Garden  
Centre at Southwell for coffee and scones! We then had a look around the 
plant sales and some went back to the cafe for a delicious lunch.  
A lovely morning with good friends. 
Ann Mills 
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 Trips & Visits 

Twenty five members sat down for a 
really enjoyable afternoon tea at  
Planters, Brookfields Garden Centre 
on Mapperley Plains.  Most of us 
were ready to eat when the plates of 
delicious sandwiches, cakes and 
scones were brought out and from 
the quietness that followed it was 
obvious that justice was being done 
to all the food.  

The staff made sure 
we were topped up 
with tea or coffee and 
were quite happy to 
bring boxes for us to 
bring home food that 
we hadn't managed to 
eat, lots of us came 
away clutching our 
boxes!  
It was a very pleasant 
few hours and we thank the staff for looking after us so well. 

Jackie Massey  

Snapshot Gallery 
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Book Group - The Wreck by Meg Keneally 
 

This month’s book was written by Australian author, Meg Keneally.  
Opening in Manchester in 1818, young Sarah McCaffrey joins her parents 
and brother at a rally addressed by a radical speaker when violence erupts 
following overreaction by the authorities and several hundred people are 
killed, including both her parents. The two siblings travel to London where 
they join a group of revolutionaries and become involved in a failed plot to  
murder cabinet ministers, resulting in her brother and two other men  
being sent to Newgate prison and eventually executed. Fleeing arrest for 
her part in this, Sarah thinks she has escaped when she finds herself 
aboard a ship bound from London to the colony of New South Wales but 
the mercurial captain’s actions drive the ship into a cliff and she is the sole 
survivor. Adopting a false identity, she becomes the right-hand woman of 
Molly Thistle, a former convict, who has successfully taken over her late 
husband’s business empire. As time passes, Sarah begins to believe she 
might have found a home until her past catches up with her! 

We all found the book interesting although harrowing in parts and a  
little far-fetched at times. 

Betty Foster 

Table Top Games 

On a very cold day, the indoor games group were glad they were just  
that - indoors! 

We played the popular “Maltese Cross dominoes” where  Andrew and Ian 
won most games, with everyone else except Diane, winning at least one. 

“Close the Box” was up next, 
thanks to Lynden (and Santa), - a 
new game for us and not as sim-
ple as it looks! 

Finally, “Kurling” saw the Reds 
soundly beaten by the Blues, 12-
52.   
Return match next month. 

Diane Hibbert. 
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Strollers 

Monday 22nd January saw fourteen members brave the weather between 
storms Isha and Jocelyn. Wearing appropriate clothing we set off from The 
Rushley Pub car park on a lovely sunny morning for a stroll around Berry 
Hill Park.  
It was lovely to welcome a new member Maureen 'no 2' and we hope that 
she will join us on future walks.  
With health and safety in mind we kept to the main footpath, only  
wandering through the woodland area on the latter part of the walk.  
By the time it started to rain we were well on our way back to The Rushley 
where refreshments were enjoyed by everyone (mainly hot drinks  
were consumed!).  
The next stroll will take place on Monday 26th February at 10.30 am when 
we will be returning to one of our favourite places, Rufford Park. Because of 
the high car parking charges, it was suggested that some members might 
like to share lifts in cars.  
Arrangements can be made at the next main meeting on Wednesday 14th 
February.  Andrew and Susan Goodison 

  

 
Snapshot Gallery 
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ODEON VISITS 
 

The event for January was the opera Rusalka by Dvorak.  
Sung in Czech with the usual subtitles in English thankfully!  
The story starts in a lake where the water spirits dwell. One of them falls in 
love with a Prince who comes to bathe and is desperate to be with him.  
She seeks out a wise spirit to make her human but at a cost, her voice will 
be silenced. The transformation takes place and the Prince wants to marry 
her but being mute and cold his attentions sway. A Duchess appears and he 
walks off with her. Seeing Rusalka’s distress she is escorted back to the lake. 
The Prince regrets his infidelity and seeks Rusalka but a kiss ends his life. 
The singing was beautiful and powerful and the acting great. Just with 3 
long acts a bit too long!  
We also had an almost private screening with one other besides us.  
Due to holidays in March, the next events I will be booking at the April 
meeting are: 
Swan Lake -  ballet on Wednesday 24th April 7.15pm £17.50 
Carmen -  opera on Wednesday 1st May 6.45pm £17.50 
 
Pam Berry 

Wine Appreciation 

 
In January we tasted a wine from Austria, from a commonly planted  
vine in this country but not as popular here in the U.K.  

Gruner Veltliner a white wine, was most palatable with a delightful nose 
which combines perfume and substance. Dry, full bodied and a peppery or 
spicy taste. As we always do, we tested four bottles blind ( i.e. covers 
placed over the actual bottle) from different retailers.  
Not a huge difference in the scoring or price. 
 
The enjoyable  
evening finished with 
a buffet supper of an 
Austrian flavour. 
Pam Berry 
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Committee 

Mary 
Howarth 

 chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

  

 

624063 

 
Chair 

Website  
Newsletter 
Publicity 

Jean  
Bingham dtjbingham@yahoo.co.uk 

 

07572 

075528 

 

 

Vice-Chair  

Refreshments 
Publicity 

 Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
 

795399 

 

 
Business  
Secretary 

Publicity 

Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
230023 
 

  
Treasurer 

Publicity 

Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 

  

631714 

 
Programme & 
Social 
Secretary 

Chris 

Bentley 
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 

  
07752 

238 045 

  
Membership 

Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 

 
634154 

 
Welfare 
Officer 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 

  
438702 

 
Meeting  
Support 

Ann Brown annbrown051@gmail.com 

07982 

243462 

 
Publicity 

See you all at the coffee morning on Tuesday 20th 
February, 10-12pm, and the next main meeting on 
Wednesday 13th March 10-12pm 
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Ten Pin Bowling 

Members enjoyed a morning  
ten pin bowling. 

Ann Brown and Andrew Goodison were 
the winners.  

Gordon Brown 

  

Trips & Visits 

Afternoon tea 
at Planters, 
Brookfields 

Garden Centre 

 

Strollers 

Braving the weather on a stroll around 
Berry Hill Park 

  

Lunch Group 

This month the members dined at  
“The Hearty Goodfellow”   
in Southwell. 

There is no lunch group in 
February as it will be our Coffee  
Morning on that day. 


