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FEBRUARY 2023 Newsletter

www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk
facebook — rainworthu3a

We meet on the second Wednesday
of the month, 10am-12pm
at the Rainworth Village Hall

VALENTINE’'S DAY COFFEE MORNING

Come along to our Valentine’s coffee morning on Tuesday 14th
February from 10am-12pm for fun and friendship, listen to the
Ringtones sing and enjoy coffee and cakes all for £3.

Everyone welcome, pay on the door.




Interest Groups

Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING.

Am-Dram 4th Fri TBA
Book Group |3« Fri Betty Foster 797586 |betty.foster@btopenworld.com
grrgilgast 1st Tue |Gordon Brown 332%84 gordonbrown66@ntliworld.com
Card Craft  |3rd Mon (Jill Pullan 400545 (jillandmalcp@gmail.com
Garden Visits |1« Thur |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
Hobbies 39 Mon m?cuhrfeizglg 799322  |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Local History [4* Fri Rli\?vr;/ﬁ Iggjttt’gﬁt/ 795399 |diane.hibbert@btinternet.com
Lunch 3<Tue |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
?ﬁfisc%nal Various [/ilt?cuhrfei!glrc]i 799322 |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Odeon Visits [Various |Pam Berry 795473 |randp33@hotmail.com
p : y 07925

ub Quiz 3¢ Thur |Gordon Brown 896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
g{ii;\gitrc‘)gnes- 2@ Mon |Pam Haywood [|406078 |pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk
Strollers 4» Mon |Lynden Lowe |230023 |lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com
Tabl Al L .
thr)n%_;fw 3¢ Mon Ggg(rjei“s/\cl)n 438702 |goodisonj2@gmail.com
gg\?vl?rzg 3¢ Thur [Wendy Dixon (3)532(3)7 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk

07982 :
annbrown051@gmail.com
Trips & Visits |Various J/;rc]l?i eB ﬁz‘ﬁgé %;gg?z
Y 661894 masseyjackie@hotmail.com

Wine 3¢Wed [Jill Pullan 400545 ljillandmalcp@gmail.com
Appreciation ) P9 )




Meeting Programme 2023
Feb 8th Mike Storr
“Masters of Mirth-The Sequel”
Mar 8th  Jack Hibbert

Nottinghamshire Fire & Rescue
Future Events 2023

Tue 14th Feb Valentine’s Coffee Morning 10-12pm
£3 pay at the door

Fri 31st Mar Race Night 6.30-10pm
£10 includes pie and chip supper-on sale today
Wed 10th May Coronation Party 10-12pm
Fri 30th Jun Social evening-details TBC
Wed 11th Oct Our 10th Anniversary Party 10-12pm
Tue 14th Nov Coffee morning 10-12pm
Wed 13th Dec Christmas Party

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time
employment who would like to join our u3a?

No age limit! Bring them along for a visit to see who we are

and what we do! “learn, laugh, live”

Interest Group membership

Please would members of interest groups remember to inform their group
leader if they will not be attending a future meeting/s.

If you have signed up to become a member, non attendance, especially on
a regular basis, can incur financial implications for the whole group and its
future, when there may be others who would like to join.

Some groups have vacancies, so please speak to the Group Leader or if you
have an idea for a new interest group or would like to start a second group
for one that is already running but full, please speak to Linda Stockton, our
Groups Coordinator.



A warm welcome to all members attending our first meeting in 2023.

We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and
photos coming! It's not a newsletter if it hasn't got news! Articles will be
put on the website as they are received and has more space for photos., all
in colour! Please email articles to rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any
photos as an attachment.

The closing date for the next issue is 28th February

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am.

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers.

In case of any emergency, if you would like to give a contact name and
number that could be used by others, please write the details on your
membership card which should be carried with you at all u3a meetings,
events and activities. You may also wish to give these details to your Group
Leader.

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know.

Hope you have remembered to bring your mugs, please ensure mobile
phones are set to silent.

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution.

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National

website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their

monthly newsletter via email, as well as automatically receiving the Third
Age Matters magazine by post. Both publications are full of

information, ideas, policies and feedback on the organisation and other
branches’ activities. There are links to these and other organisations on our
website.

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a
website, www.nottsu3anetwork.org and issue a newsletter.

You can listen to u3a radio now on podcasting platforms, including
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel.

Don't forget to look at the whiteboard on display at every meeting,
for more information about our u3a.



Chairman'’s Report

Hello everyone and a warm welcome to you all.

Well here we are, back from Christmas for the first time, hope it finds you
all well and you enjoyed our Christmas fuddle.

Sadly we have learnt that Hilda, one of our founder members, has died
aged 96.

Hilda was a keen supporter of our u3a and belonged to several groups

giving the name of “Rainworth Ringtones ™ to our singing group.

Hilda moved to Southport to be near her son but kept in touch with her
friends in Rainworth.

Our condolences go to all her family and friends.

As you are aware, our AGM is approaching fast and the committee has
decided, with our treasurers advice, that our subscriptions should be
increased to £24.00 per year for full members and £20.00 per year for
associate members. When new members join during the year, they will pay
£2 per month pro rata. This is due mainly to the rise in hall hire, increased
costs from head office and membership numbers falling after covid, which
have incurred a loss of income. Subscriptions have not increased since our
start in 2014.

The only way to keep our subscriptions down is for us all to encourage our
friends to join and thereby increase membership.

Subscriptions are due by 1st April and can be paid by cheque or cash at the
March meeting or at the latest our April meeting.

Don't forget to put our coffee morning in your diaries for Valentine’s Day
and get your tickets for the Race Night on March 31st today.

Lynden Lowe

We have a new style newsletter from this month.

Colour will only appear on the front and back covers to save on printing
costs ,which have risen greatly due to the closure of Portland Print, a
charitable organisation. Reports and photos will not always appear together.
If you want to see them in colour, look at them and more on our website.

We are now using Unwin Print, a local business from Farnsfield, who has
offered to print our newsletter at a very reasonable cost, thanks Martin.



Garden Visits 2023— 1st Thursday monthly

Mar 2nd Harlow Carr, Harrogate

Apr 6th Brodsworth Hall, Doncaster

May 4th Grimsthorpe Castle, Bourne

Jun 1st Kenilworth Castle, Warwickshire

Jul 6th Kiftsgate Gardens, Gloucester

Aug 3rd Sledmere House, Driffield

Sep 7th Ripley Castle Gardens, Harrogate

Oct 5th Batsford Arboretum, Moreton in Marsh
Nov 2nd Dukeries Garden Centre, Worksop
Dec 7th Belvoir Castle, Grantham

National Trust— 2nd Thursday April-October

Apr 13th Nostell Priory, Wragby

May 11th  Rufford Old Hall, Ormskirk

Jun 8th Packwood House, Solihull

Jul 13th East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley

Aug 10th  Baddesley Clinton, Warwick

Sep 14th  Wentworth Woodhouse, Rotherham
Oct 12th Snowshill Manor, Broadway

Strollers

A well attended strollers group enjoyed a
glorious
January

| morning at ¥
‘& Rufford ‘#‘

' ma -

i, -ai:'q.'}'- ] Park. Nice

nice weather and nice food!

For once the ice stayed on the lake and
the sun shone.

The next meeting is at the Pleasley pit trail
on 27th February at 10.30am

Ian Hibbert




Garden Visits

There was no visit
in January but we
did have a fascinat-
ing flower demon-
stration by Heather
Timms who also
gave us tips and
advice on how to
condition

and prepare flow-
ers and foliage. All
the :
arrangements were
raffled off at
the end. We
also
enjoyed —
coffee and ‘
cake and one ' “
of Pam’s |

garden
quizzes to
flex our
brains!

Christmas Party- Joy to the World and our u3a!

Our Christmas party was full of festivities with an almost full attendance by
the members.

Entertainment was provided by the Ringtones with their Christmas
programme to get us into the Christmas spirit with audience participation,
and Dave Moylan, who returned with his magic tricks, jokes and singing to
keep us all laughing!

The ploughman’s lunch and mince pies went down very well, we like to
shake things up a bit!

Plentiful drinks (not alcoholic!) were available and the Christmas quiz was
thought provoking!

The raffle was well supported as usual, raising funds for our activity.

We were joined by two guests, Notts County Councillors Andre Camilleri and
Steve Garner, who took part in everything and enjoyed themselves
immensely. See photos on the back page.




Table Top Games

Who knew that St. Boniface was the
patron saint of Germany?

Only Andrew, of the table-top games
players, and he won the £1m prize.

We were trying out our newest game -
Who Wants To Be A Millionaire.
Although most of us managed quite
well in the early rounds, the final
question stumped the rest of us.

-

Before the coffee break we'd all BN e —
managed to win at least a game each :

of Maltese Cross dominoes- Ian won
3! Then it was a workout for the little grey cells.

Diane Hibbert.

Lunch Group

Our January lunch group met at the
Foxglove at Forest Town.

W We had an enjoyable meal and a

= great catch-up. I think steak pie was
the most popular this time.

N Ann Mills




Book Group
The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes

The Giver of Stars is a 2019 historical fiction novel about packhorse librarians
in a remote area of Kentucky. Set in the depression era of America, it tells
the story of five extraordinary women and their journey through the
mountains of Kentucky and beyond to deliver library books to people in the
mountains, a real-life programme launched by President Roosevelt and his
wife. Jojo Moyes is an author popular with several of our members and this
book was enjoyed by us all.

A Long Petal of the Sea by Isabel Allende

Based on a true story, this book is about Victor Dalmau and Roser Bruguera.
Victor spent three years of the Spanish civil war working as a doctor treating
those injured in the battlefields and at the end of the war, when half a
million people escaped Spain for fear of General Franco’s brutal repression,
he accompanied the wounded and ended up in a concentration camp in
France. Roser Bruguera, also escaping Spain, was his brother’s pregnant
widow who he eventually married and they travelled together to Chile on
board the ship SS Winnipeg, chartered by the poet Pablo Neruda for some
of the refugees.

Starting over on a new continent, their marriage of convenience turns to
deep love as they face many trials and tribulations but also find joy as they
patiently await the day when they are no longer exiles and can return to
Spain.

Decades later, 80-year-old Victor will come to appreciate that, while
displacement has shaped his life, it's the connections he’'s made with Roser
and others — ties stronger than any national border — that define it.

Unlike last month, this book was not popular with many of our members.

Betty Foster

Would all members please remember to wear their

membership cards at meetings , in the lanyards provided. If you
need one please ask Jill Lowe, our Treasurer who always wears
hers!!!

It is very difficult for members, especially new ones and visitors, to
get to know one another without this identification as well as
existing members, like me, who have a bad memory for names!’

Editor



Odeon Group

A large contingent met at the Odeon on a very wet and cold Saturday
afternoon in January to be uplifted by a concert film from Andre Rieu.
As always it was just marvellous and a tonic badly needed.

Future events I'll be booking from end of February:-
Turandot opera by Puccini- Wednesday 22nd March 7.15pm
Cinderella ballet- Wednesday 12th April 7.15pm

Then from March meeting:-
The Marriage of Figaro opera from Mozart- Thursday 27th April 6.45pm
(a film not live)

Pam Berry 07747 616306

01623 795473
randp33@hotmail.com

Hobbies

Monday’s hobbies was just the
thing to celebrate some milder
weather after the recent cold
snap. In addition to practising
our dominoes skills, Diane :
introduced a pack of 365 paper
aeroplanes for the games
group to make. A bit tricky,
but a fleet of aircraft was soon
assembled (see photo). Sadly,
the overall performance was a
bit underwhelming. Never
mind, there are still 357 still to
go!

Diane Hibbert

Local History

The February meeting will take place at a new venue at a slightly different

time.

Date - Friday 24" February,10.30 am start

Place - The community room, Marklew Close residential complex,
Blidworth, NG21 OPH On-street parking nearby.

Topic - The Southwell Workhouse Players are presenting tales from the
workhouse in story and song.

Cost - £4

Please bring your own mug for refreshment and 50p contribution for room

hire.
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Committee

_ . 230023 Chairman
Lynden lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com
Lowe
Pam
pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 406078 Vice-Chair
Haywood
Diane _ _ _ Business
Hibbert diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 795399 Secretary
Jill Lowe jillylo@yahoo.co.uk 230023 Treasurer
. . Programme &
Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 631714 Social
Secretary
Chris .
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 07752 Membership
Bentley 238 045 Secretary
Linda
linda.stockton@ymail.com 634154 Groups
Stockton Coordinator
Mary
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 624063 Newsletter
Howarth
Editor/Website
Diana 406342 Welfare
Parker dianaparker76@googlemail.com Officer
Andrew L . 438702 Committee
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com Member
JilPullan | jillandmalcp@gmail.com 400545 [ Committee
Member
07580 Committee
Wendy
] mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 385437 Member
Dixon
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Our Christmas Party—Joy to the World and our u3a!




