
   

JANUARY 2024 Newsletter 
 www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

   rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 
facebook – rainworthu3a 

 
We meet on the second Wednesday  

of the month, 10am-12pm  
at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

  Lindhurst Wind Farm 

  Community Trust 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

HO HO HO! 
 

 Santa Claus interrupted his busy  
schedule 

 to pay a surprise visit to our Christmas 
 party.  

 
He brought chocolates and  

called the winning raffle prize numbers. 
 

Did anyone see his reindeer in the car park? 
Thank you Santa! 
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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow 
monthly 

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust 2nd Thur Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Andrew 
Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme 2024 

Wed 10th Jan   John Bryan—Age UK-Scam Awareness 

Wed  14th Feb  Steve Allen 
    “My Musical History Show” 
 

Future Events 2024 
 

Tues 20th Feb  Coffee morning 10-12pm  
    with tombola, raffle, bookstall and jigsaw table. 
    £3 pay on the door includes drink and cake. 
    Donations would be appreciated. 
    Everyone welcome, bring your family, friends 
    and neighbours. 

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone! 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?  No age limit! Bring 

them along for a visit to see who we are  and what we do!   
 “learn, laugh, live” 

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation 
 We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.  

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100% 
funding stays local.  

Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk 

Snapshot Gallery -  Virtual Group  

Don’t forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,  
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com  
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting. 
 
Selected photos will also be included in the newsletter and on the website 
and deleted after one month. 
So get “snapping”  no photos - no gallery!   



 4 

A warm welcome to all our members and visitors and to John Bryan from 
Age UK. We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the  
articles and photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!   
Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space 
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to  
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 31st January 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do not wish 
to receive the Third Age Matters magazine. 

In case of any emergency, please give a contact name and number that 
should be used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also 
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried 
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.  

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Linda Stockton, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and 
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.  
We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly 
newsletter called “Newsbites.”There are links to these and other  
organisations on our website. 
You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every  
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and 
organisations. 



 5 

 

 
Words from the Chair  

 

Happy New Year! 
 

We certainly “Decked the Hall” at our Christmas party, it definitely wasn’t 
“Silent Night! 

The December meeting was our festive occasion and as usual was well  
attended, 84 members! What a wonderful way to spend the day, great  
company and friendship, music, entertainment, food, drinks and fun! 

We were entertained by Paula Cornwell in character as “The Honourable Mrs 
Victor Bruce,” from the 1920’s as the first woman racing driver who was not 
afraid to speak her mind! 
Then Ian and the Ringtones performed their Christmas music programme 
with some of the audience playing percussion instruments and Ian playing 
the sax and clarinet!  

Our ploughman’s lunch prepared and served by Ann and the Social  
Committee was as popular as ever, followed by mince pies with hot and cold 
drinks served by David, Jean and David!  

The raffle organised by Ann and Gordon was well supported and raised 
£187.85, a wonderful amount. Thank you to everyone who donated prizes. 

After lunch we had a surprise visitor dressed in red and white, who said we 
were all on the “nice list!” distributed chocolates and called out the winning 
raffle numbers! 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to make this event such a “Joy to 
our World” 

On behalf of the Committee and the members, I would like to thank Diana  
Parker who has resigned as Welfare Officer and from the Committee.  
Diana has cared for our members over many years and has carried out the 
role with compassion. Thank you to Linda Stockton who has taken over the 
role, please contact her if you, or anyone you know, may need help. 

We are grateful to the Trustees and staff at the Blidworth Miners’ Welfare 
for allowing our u3a to hold our main meeting there after the Rainworth 
Village Hall became unavailable at the last minute. They have made us very 
welcome. 

Mary 
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Trips and Visits 

  On December 15th sixteen members travelled to Norfolk for The Thursford 
Christmas Spectacular Show, joining with other people on The Blue Pigeon 
Coach. It was suitably decorated with Christmas lights and the usual toy 
blue pigeons. I noticed this year that we only had to put 3 pigeons away in 
the song instead of the normal 10!  
After a coffee with a splash of Bailey’s and a game of bingo on route, we 
stopped at the Springfield Outlet at Spalding. Just enough time for some 
last minute Christmas shopping.  
The afternoon performance of the show was as brilliant as ever, with  
professional singers, dancers and musicians giving us joy and the magical 
feeling of this festive season. The compere of the show was very funny and 
witty, the two individual acts were mesmerising as the couple roller skated 
on a small platform. The man twirled the lady around with a neck  
harness (I don't think that she suffers with arthritis yet!!). The other act 
consisted of two men in suits who managed to undress and redress in each 
other’s clothes whilst constantly juggling. 
After leaving the show we travelled to our hotel in Cromer arriving just in 
time for dinner.  
On a lovely sunny Saturday morning we visited Sheringham for a couple of 
hours before returning to Cromer for lunch and a visit to The Christmas 
show at the end of the pier. Although there weren't as many performers in 
this show, I found it just as enjoyable as the one at Thursford and all round 
family fun packed entertainment.  
The journey home after the show was pretty quiet with lots of tired but very 
content passengers, well prepared for a season of goodwill and happiness. 
On behalf of all the members I would like to sincerely thank Ann Brown for 
all her time and effort in organising the trip, and Andrew and I can't wait to 
go again in 2024! Susan Goodison  

 

Snapshot Gallery 
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 Garden Visits-Belvoir Castle 

 

The Garden 
group visited 
Belvoir  
Castle for our 
December  
meeting, where 
it was decorated 
to the “Twelve 
Days of  
Christmas.”  
Absolutely  
beautiful,  
tasteful and 
magical! Each room featured one or two of the days but the swans in the 
State Dining Room were amazing, particularly as the music  
being played was from Swan Lake! It was a very wet day but we were  
transported to another world. Then it was lunch and shopping round the 
farm shops in the lower courtyard. Thanks to Ann for arranging another 
great visit. Can’t wait for next year’s programme! Look on our Facebook 
page for more photos and the back page. 

Pam Berry 

 

Many entered into the spirit  
by wearing their Christmas 
jumpers! 

 

Members enjoying 
our Christmas  
party. 
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Trips and Visits-National Arboretum 

 

Heavy rain on our outing to the 
National Arboretum didn't stop us 
enjoying the Illuminated Walk. 
We were all suitably dressed 
which made the weather more 
tolerable. The walk was about a 
mile and a half and we all  
managed it and the thought of 

hot chocolate, coffee or a glass of 
wine in the cafe certainly helped. As 
very often happens the rain stopped 
as we left at 7.30pm  
making our journey back a bit  
easier for Chris our driver. 

Jackie Massey 

Odeon Group 
 

December saw two events at Mansfield Odeon, first the Christmas Andre 
Rieu concert film. Uplifting as usual and full of variety including a Gospel 
choir and an amazing young child singer who took our breath away. A great 
start to Christmas! 
Then a week later just a few of us saw the live performance from Sadlers 
Wells of The Nutcracker ballet. So beautiful, and the dancing took us to  
another world. Introduced as always by Darcey Bussell, who also interviews 
the key personnel involved which gives us an insight into the production and 
we get to see some of the rehearsals which she still helps with.  
 
In January I will be booking for:- 
RUSALKA- an opera by Dvorak - Wednesday 24th January 6.45pm £20  
 
MANON- a ballet Wednesday 7th February 7.15pm £20 
 
Pam Berry 
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Lunch Group 

 

Forty nine members enjoyed the 
Christmas lunch at the Hostess 
restaurant.  

 
 
This annual event is always popular as it 
guarantees good food, company,  
entertainment, dancing and a quiz for a 
good price!  
 

Even some of the “creaky” members can’t resist a dance to a wide selection 
of music and it helps to get rid of some of the calories from the well served 
meal! 
Thank you Ann for organising this event. 

 

The Ringtones 
at  

the Christmas 
party 
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Book Group 

Our final review of the year was of ‘Dear Mrs Bird’ by AJ Pearce.  
Set in London during the winter of 1940/41 it tells the story of Emmeline 
Lake who works in a solicitor’s office but dreams of becoming a war  
correspondent. Emmy also has a voluntary job in the evenings where she 
mans the telephones at an air raid warden post. One day, she answers an 
advert in the paper for a junior at the Evening Chronicle offices and sees this 
as a step towards her journalism dream. However, the job turns out to be as 
a typist for a women’s magazine’s formidable agony aunt, Henrietta Bird, 
who refuses to reply to any letters containing ‘Unpleasantness’ and insists 
they are put straight in the bin. The book is both amusing and poignant and 
between the letters and Emmy’s voluntary work gives a real insight into 
women’s lives in wartime Britain and the horrors of the London Blitz.  
A book enjoyed by us all. Reviewing the book we held our usual Christmas 
fuddle and look forward to more interesting books to read during 2024. 
Betty Foster 

Snapshot Gallery 
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Committee 

Mary 
Howarth 

 chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

  

 

624063 

 
Chair 

Website  
Newsletter 
Publicity 

Jean  
Bingham dtjbingham@yahoo.co.uk 

 

07572 

075528 

 

 

Vice-Chair  

Refreshments 
Publicity 

 Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
 

795399 

 

 
Business  
Secretary 

Publicity 

Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
230023 
 

  
Treasurer 

Publicity 

Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 

  

631714 

 
Programme & 
Social 
Secretary 

Chris 

Bentley 
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 

  
07752 

238 045 

  
Membership 

Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 

 
634154 

 
Welfare 
Officer 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 

  
438702 

 
Meeting  
Support 

Ann Brown annbrown051@gmail.com 

07982 

243462 

 
Publicity 

See you all at the next main meeting on 
Wednesday 14th February 10-12pm, Valentine’s 
Day! 
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 At the wine appreciation group, our 
last meeting was the “Christmas get 
together” where we each provide one 
of the courses.  
It was festive and fun! 
 

Thanks to Ann and Gordon for raising 
the wonderful sum of £187.85 from 
our Christmas party raffle. 

 
Maureen and Henry enjoying our  
annual Christmas lunch at the  
Hostess, a happy jolly time was had by 
all! 

 

 

Members of the Garden Visits group at 
the wonderful Christmas display at  
Belvoir Castle. 
Could that be a halo do you think? 


