
   

JULY 2023 Newsletter 

 www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk 
   rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

facebook – rainworthu3a 
 

We meet on the second Wednesday  
of the month, 10am-12pm  

at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

  LIndhurst Wind Farm 

  Community Trust 

 

Our June Barn Dance was a wonderful evening of fun and frolics! 
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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow 
monthly 

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust Various Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Andrew 
Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme 2023 

Jul 12th   Andy Smart “Bygones”   

Aug 9th   Gareth Howell “The Fishpool Hoard” 

Sep 13th   Graham Keal “Terry Wogan’s Hair Weave” 

    

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone! 

 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?   
 

 No age limit! Bring them along for a visit to see who we are  

and what we do!   “learn, laugh, live” 

Interest Group membership 

Please would members of interest groups remember to inform their group 
leader if they will not be attending a future meeting/s.  
If you have signed up to become a member, non attendance, especially on 
a regular basis, can incur financial implications for the whole group and its  
future, when there may be others who would like to join.  
Some groups have vacancies, so please speak to the Group Leader or if you 
have an idea for a new interest group or would like to start a second group 
for one that is already running but full, please speak to Linda Stockton, our 
Groups Coordinator. 

 

Future Events 2023 

Wed 11th Oct  Our 10th Anniversary Party 10-12pm   
  

Tue 14th Nov  Coffee morning 10-12pm with tombola 
    Donations would be appreciated 

Wed 13th Dec  Christmas Party  
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A warm welcome to all members and visitors and our speaker, Andy Smart. 
We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and 
photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!  Articles will be 
put on the website as they are received and has more space for photos, all 
in colour! Please email articles to rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any 
photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 31st July 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers. 

In case of any emergency, if you would like to give a contact name and 
number that could be used by others, please write the details on your  
membership card which should be carried with you at all u3a meetings, 
events and activities. You may also wish to give these details to your Group 
Leader. 

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email, as well as automatically receiving the Third 
Age Matters magazine by post. Both publications are full of 
information, ideas, policies and feedback on the organisation and other 
branches’ activities. There are links to these and other organisations on our 
website. 
We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a newsletter. 
You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every  
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and 
organisations. 
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Snapshot Gallery -  Virtual Group  

Don’t forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,  
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com  
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting. 
 
Selected photos will also be included in the newsletter and on the website 
and deleted after one month. 
So get “snapping”   no photos - no gallery! July’s chosen photo is on 
the back cover and more on the website. 

Words from the Chair! 

At the recent AGM, Lynden was thanked for 4 years of dedicated service, 
and was presented with a card and gifts. He said he had enjoyed his time 
as Chairman and was looking forward to a rest. Well deserved! 

With 2 new committee members appointed 
and 3 having stepped down, the committee 
is now 11 members as listed on page 11 to-
gether with their contact details and roles 
and responsibilities. 

Thank you to everyone who organised the 
Barn Dance and the members and guests 
who supported it. The evening was great fun 
and enjoyed by both dancers and  
spectators. 

The latest Newsbites, issued every 2 
months, by the Notts Network is now available, click on the link on our 
website or use the web address on page 4 to read about other u3as and 
their activities. A copy is also on our notice board. It will not be sent out as 
an email attachment from now on. 

Mary 

 

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation 
 We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.  

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100% 
funding stays local.  

Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk 
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Barn Dance Evening with Pig’s Ear.  

A personal report from Ian Hibbert  

I have just read that two secrets to a happy, healthy and long life are  
social connections and physical activity.  
Well there was plenty of that on offer at the Barn Dance Evening held at 
the Village Hall. Full marks to Pig’s Ear, two genial gents, who gently  
marshalled us into a convincing group of Barn Dancers thanks to their  
music and instruction.  
I speak as a nervous novice, who has the dancing skills of a marionette 
with two strings missing. At first I feared public humiliation but actually 
found I was enjoying myself.  The dances were more or less  
straightforward and the caller and music were first rate.  
Credit must go to Ann Mills and her team for arranging a super fun  
evening and to my partners whose bruises should heal quite soon! Ian 

Blidworth Library Open Day 

We were invited to promote our u3a at the open day as our Book Group 
meets there on the 3rd Friday of each month, 10am-12. 

Following an extensive refurbishment, the library has been planned to meet 
the needs of library users and community groups and is a great flexible 
space creating a welcoming atmosphere and staff always ready to help with 
queries. 

Many local groups and users attended, along with staff from Inspire  
Libraries; John Ogle, Chairman of Notts County Council; local Parish  
Councillors and many members of the public who all enjoyed free drinks 
and cake after the ribbon was officially cut! Our Book Group leader, Betty, 
came and was caught on camera with John Ogle! Other u3a members also 
supported the event. 
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It was a busy morning with people 
asking about the u3a organisation 
and good to meet other groups who 
support and use this public service. 
 

 

 

 

Book Group 

Most members seemed to have enjoyed last month’s book, The Catch, a  
psychological thriller by T M Logan. 

When his beloved 24 year old daughter arrives home with her boyfriend of 
seven months, Ed Collier is determined to like him but when their eyes meet 
he immediately senses there is something not quite right about him and he 
becomes obsessed with attempting to prove that he is not what he says he 
is. Increasingly preoccupied with his future son-in-law, Ed’s own life goes 
into freefall as he loses his job and alienates his family. Set in Nottingham 
and the dark peaks of Derbyshire, this is a tense and gripping thriller with a 
twist at the end. 

Betty Foster 

Garden Visits 

In June this group had a conducted tour of the Elizabethan garden at  
Kenilworth Castle which had been recreated in 2009. It was in full bloom and 
full of flowers, shrubs and plants in amazing colours plus water features. 

We then had the chance to scramble up and down and over the ruins of the 
castle. Lots of exercise and stair climbing! Big history here as originally 
owned by Kings including Henry 11, John, Henry 111 and eventually John of 
Gaunt , 4th son of Edward 111 who built it to regal scale ! A lot of work . 
Elizabeth 1 later granted it to Robert Dudley. 

It later fell into disuse until 1937 when it was bought by Sir John Siddeley 
( of Armstrong Siddeley car manufactures and also Hawker Siddeley aircraft 
designer). It was opened to visitors in 1958 and is now owned by English 
Heritage. Another lovely day out especially as the sun shone! 

Pam Berry 
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Local History Group 

The hunt for the cannon ball 

Finally discovered in the Newark Civil War Museum (see photo).  This was 
the cannon ball fired at the Royalist lookout up in the spire of Newark parish 
church.  It made a hole which we all (eventually) managed to spot on our 
Civil War Trail. 

We started off at the Castle (more cannon ball holes) and looked out over 
the river at the Roundhead encampment site.  There was no way that  
cannon shot could pierce those thick, high castle walls.  No wonder it  
withstood 3 sieges!  Even after the Royalist surrender in 1646, the  
Roundheads were unable to blow it up, although they left scorch marks on 
the gatehouse. 

In the town we saw the Prince Rupert pub, used as billeting for soldiers, and 
the high-status Governor’s House, both impressive timbered  
buildings.  Opposite was the site of Hercules Clay’s house, destroyed by a  
grenadoe firebomb after a premonition in a dream.  The Old White Hart, the 
oldest inn in Newark, served as further billeting for troops, as did the 1337 
Country Scene shop.  Opposite is the house where Charles 1’s Queen  
Henrietta Maria stayed. 

We ended our trail at the Civil War Museum, where we finally found our  
cannon ball. 14 members had an enjoyable day. 

Diane Hibbert 

Sign up for the Wellow Walk, July 28th. 

 



 9 

 

Strollers 

This month we "strolled" 
around Hardwick Pond on a 
lovely sunny day and enjoyed 
being in the countryside. 
We ended the morning with 
welcome refreshments at the 
pub! 
The next meeting is on 24th 
July, 10.30am at Cresswell 
Crags. 
Diane Hibbert 

Table Top Games 

 
The last meeting was a session of two halves! 

At first we got physical with a return match of Kurling.  This time, after some 
creative scoring by referee Wendy, the Blues got revenge and came out  
winners at 3-0. 
After the coffee break we did some mental gymnastics with several games of 
Boggle, and Wendy impressed us with some high- scoring rounds. 

Ian Hibbert 

National Trust 

Baddesley Clinton is a moated Manor House near Warwick, the original parts 
possibly dating back from the 13th century. Since then the property has 
been extended many times including 3 
priest holes, a church and superb formal 

gardens. 

Ann 
Mills 
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Trips & Visits 

A thoroughly enjoyable day to Bomber Command at Lincoln for 19  
members.  
The day started with coffee on arrival, reasonable prices, followed by a  
guided tour of the Peace gardens and up to the Monument. Our guide  
Tony explained the origins of the garden and plaques some of which are 
really poignant as lives were lost at such young ages. The monument 
stands at 102 feet and if my memory serves me correctly this is the  
equivalent of the width of the fuselage and 2 wing spans of the Lancaster 
Bomber. The names of those that died 
from Lincoln, are inscribed on  
commemorative panels in the first group 
around the Monument and a second set of 
panels include the names of all personnel 
of Bomber Command that were known at 
the time . Research continues and more 
names have come to light and these have 
been inscribed on another plate with room 
to add more names should that be  
needed. 
I think we all then enjoyed a good lunch, 
plenty of choices in the restaurant, before 
heading into the Museum. What a  
fascinating place!  
I think the highlight of the day had to be 
the fly pass by the Red Arrows which I have to admit I didn't organise! 
Jackie Massey 

Forest Town u3a  are holding a Summer Ball at the Forest Town Arena on 
Saturday 22nd July at 7.30pm. 
The tickets are £15 including a complimentary drink on arrival and buffet. 
The entertainment is the Ravenshead Swing Band. 
Contact Kathryn Cope on 07711128897 or  
email kathryncope10@gmail.com for further information or to book tickets. 

G4 Concert  (a classical/cross-over harmony quartet who won X-Factor) 
are giving a concert at Southwell Minster on 28th November as part of their 
tour. The production company are offering a 10% discount off the ticket 
price to all u3a members.  
Contact: Production@amickproductions.co.uk and use the code:U3A2023 for 
further information or to book. 
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Committee 

Mary 
Howarth 

 chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

  

 

624063 

 

Chair 

Website  
Newsletter 
Publicity 

Jean  
Bingham vicechair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

 

07572 

075528 

 

 

Vice-Chair  

Refreshments 

Publicity 

 Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
 

795399 

 

 
Business  

Secretary 

Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
230023 
 

  
Treasurer 
Publicity 

Ann Mills programme@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  

631714 

 
Programme  
Social 
Secretary 

Chris 

Bentley 
membership@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
07752 

238 045 

  
Membership 

Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 

 
634154 

 
Groups 

Coordinator 

Diana 

Parker 

 

dianaparker76@googlemail.com 

 
406342 

 
Welfare 

Officer 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 

  
438702 

 
Meeting  
Support 

Wendy  

Dixon 
mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

07580 

385437 

Assistant 

Membership 

Secretary 
 

Ann Brown annbrown051@gmail.com 

07982 

243462 

 
Publicity 
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                   Snapshot         Trips & Visits-Bomber Command 

         Local History-Newark        Garden Visits-Kenilworth 

National Trust- Baddesley Clinton           Book Group 


