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Interest Groups

Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING.

“Virtual”
Snapshot Slideshow (Ian Hibbert 795399 [snapgallery21@gmail.com
Gallery
monthly

B o Epi 07708

0ok Group |37 Fri Betty Foster 444535 betty.foster@btopenworld.com
grrg?lléfast 1st Tue |Gordon Brown 332%84 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
Card Craft  |3rd Mon (Jill Pullan 400545 [jillandmalcp@gmail.com
Garden Visits 1« Thur |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
Hobbies 3¢ Mon m?cuhrfeizglg 799322 |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Local History [4* Fri Eli\?vr;/ﬁ Elerttt)gIrlt/ 795399 |diane.hibbert@btinternet.com
Lunch 3<Tue |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
¥g§i§nal 2" Thur m?cuhrﬁglr(]j 799322 |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Odeon Visits |Various [Pam Berry 795473 |randp33@hotmail.com

: y 07925
Pub Quiz 3< Thur |Gordon Brown 896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
giiﬁ,'gitﬁges' 2« Mon |Pam Haywood (406078 |pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk
Strollers 4+ Mon Andrew/Susan 438702 oodisonj2@gmail.com
Goodison 9 )2@9 )
Tabl Al L .
Gg%%smp 3¢ Mon Ggg(rjei“s/\cl)n 438702 |goodisonj2@gmail.com
gg&lliari]g 3¢ Thur [Wendy Dixon %2237 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk
07982 .
annbrown051@gmail.com
Trips & Visits [Various | ;AN Brown / (243362
Y 661894 masseyjackie@hotmail.com

Wine 3¢ Wed [Jill Pullan 400545 (jillandmalcp@gmail.com
Appreciation ) p@gmar.




Meeting Programme 2024

Wed 12th Jun AGM followed by cakes, singing and beetle drive

Wed 10th Jul Steve Le Mottee-Trent Bridge-
“It's Not Just Cricket!”

Future Events 2024-save the dates!
Fri 23rd August Garden Party at the Methodist Church Hall, 2-4.30pm.

Tickets on sale from today, only £5 includes cream tea
and entertainment.

u3a
North Notts Neighbourhood Group

INVITE YOU TO A
PICNIC IN THE FOREST
WEDNESDAY 26th JUNE

AT SHERWOOD FOREST VISITOR CENTRE
EDWINSTOWE, MANSFIELD NG21 9kN

This is a FREE EVENT from 11 - 3
ALL DAY CAR PARKING £5

All welcome to join us for a Fun Day of

Activities Musical Entertainment  Prizes
Games Cafe On Site Walks

Bring tables, chairs, blankets & picnic

L




A warm welcome to all our members and visitors. We hope you enjoy the
monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and photos coming! Its not a
newsletter if it hasn’t got news!

Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.

The closing date for the next issue is 30th June
Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am.

Please notify Jean Bingham, our new Membership Secretary, of any change
to your personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do
not wish to receive the Third Age Matters magazine.

In case of an emergency, please give a contact name and number that you
would like used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our
Welfare Officer, Linda Stockton, know.

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones
are set to silent.

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution.

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a
website, www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly
newsletter called “Newsbites. "There are links to these and other
organisations on our website.

You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including

Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel.

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and
organisations.



Words from the Chair

Welcome to our AGM this morning. An AGM is an essential part of our u3a.
It allows us to manage our group, financially and legally, by appointing a
committee to oversee the day to day running. Thank you to everyone who
has contributed in any way to our u3a during the past year. We have seen
growth in our membership and hopefully will continue to do so in the
coming year.

After the business part of today, we have cakes and drinks followed by
entertainment from The Ringtones and a “Beetle Drive” so shake those
dice, (no prizes!) and create some beautiful beetles!

What another great evening we enjoyed with Gary Haynes. He plays just the
songs we like to listen and dance to. What more could anyone ask for, and
only £10!

It was a “bring your own food” event with a super raffle and cash prizes for
2 games of “sticky 13's"- very happy winners! A total of £245 was raised.
Thank you to the social committee for organising the event.

We have the NNNG "“Picnic in the Forest” see poster for details. Please come
along if you can and met up with other local u3as and enjoy some fun!
Mary

Snapshot Gallery

Who baked this delicious
looking, and I bet,
tasting, quiche I wonder
nd where is this
beautiful church?

Lunch Group

Hardwick Inn was one of our member’s choice this month. We enjoyed an
excellent meal and service, especially since it was so busy. Ann Mills



Odeon Group

In April the two events attended were both ballets.

Firstly “Macmillan Celebrated” was three one act ballets with the original
choreography by the celebrated Kenneth Macmillan.

“Danses Concertantes” was his first major work , then “Different
Drummer” the story of a soldier’s descent into mental anguish and
finally "Requiem” This last one was amazing and blew us away! Danced
to the music of Gabriel Faure and sung by singers from The Royal Opera
House it was awe inspiring. To us event goers it was ballet and opera
combined!!

Then next came Swan Lake, a classical but a different choreography and
just beautiful with exquisite dancing. During the interval. (discussions
normal with these events and a look behind the scenes), we were shown
how they made a tutu. All done by hand not mass produced and each
skirt has 12 layers and takes 60 hours to make. Then there’s the bodice
etc still to do! That's for just one ballerina and there are masses in the
company.

In May we had two events, firstly the opera Carmen ,which as expected
was seductive and sung beautifully. Somewhat modern dress but at least
Carmen was in typical Spanish attire ( and not dressed as a gorilla as we
had last time !!!1). A long opera but very worthwhile. Interesting set
design as expected from the ROH.

The second event was a ballet from Shakespeare of The Winter's Tale.
Amazing choreography and the interpretation of mental anguish from
jealousy from one of the main stars was superb. You could almost feel it
as if it was us. A tale of love, death, emotions and joy and a happy
ending for a change!

The end of the season is the opera ( Andrea Chenier) in June ( report
next month). We will also get to know the repertoire for 2024/25.

Booking in July for:-
Power of Love, concert film from Andre Rieu on Saturday 31st August at
3.00pm.

Pam Berry



Local History

Tuxford’s Walks of Life museum is the UK'’s only collection of handcarts,
established by world traveller Dorothy Harrison. It is a work in progress but
so worth a visit.

Dorothy Harrison founded the museum after going to country auctions to
rescue handcarts, which would otherwise be lost. She was keenly
interested in the rural lifestyle, keeping 80 sheep, geese, chickens and
growing willow trees for cricket bats. She did not want to lose the old way
of life. She was an inspiring lady, travelling and teaching in Kenya and
Papua New Guinea, before coming back to her 400 year old farmhouse and
barns which house her collection.

The museum is home to lots of beautiful handcarts for every type of trade,
such as for bakers, milkmen, icecream sellers, knife grinders, firefighters,
all decorated with stylish signwriting. Every trade of the day depended on
carts. There are also bath chairs, wheelchairs, prams, portable organs and
lots of agricultural devices.

We were made very welcome by Keith and Diane Hunt, who greeted us
with coffee and cakes laid out on proper china! The museum is run solely
by volunteers, aided by research students from Nottingham University.
The farmhouse is being gradually restored, and Dorothy's grave is sited in
the grounds.

The Crusty Cob cafe in Tuxford can be recommended for a light lunch and
coped admirably with an influx of 17 of us.

Thanks to Ann and Maureen for helping to organise the minibus.
Diane Hibbert.

Wine Appreciation

Chris hosted the last Wine Appreciation Group. We tasted four different
French Rose wines, and the winner was, as always, not the most
expensive. It is surprising how wines from the same grape and same area
differ.

The winning wine was the joint cheapest at £8.00 a bottle; La Terrasse from
Sainsbury's.

We all enjoyed a delicious supper put on by Chris. Thank you Chris.
The next meeting will be hosted by Jill.

Jill Pullan



Strollers

Hallelujah! the sun does shine on the
righteous after all, as the Strollers Group
proved on Spring Bank Holiday Monday as
we strolled to the Silverhill Summit at
Teversal .We all managed the task of
reaching our destination which stands
204.4 metres above sea level or 670 feet |
in imperial measurement. This is one of [ § . '
the highest geographical points in . E
Nottinghamshire and well worth the walk
for the views all around the area. On a
clear day you can see as far as Crich, the & =
Crooked Spire in Chesterfield, Bolsover
Castle, Cottam Power Station and Mans-
field. On top of the summit stands a stat-
ue of a miner which is a tribute to all
miners who tested for gas in the 65
principle collieries of the Notts

Coalfields between 1819 -2005. The gas ~ - ‘ :
which they were testing for was Methane also known as Firedamp. The
Statue was designed by Antony Dufort and erected in 2004.

During our stroll we kept a lookout for the local flora and fauna,
spotting wild orchids in some places and the swans with their cygnets
gliding along the pond. Of course, we encountered a sharp shower on
our return to the cafe at the visitor centre - well after all it was a bank
holiday so not unusual! .On consultation with some members of the
group it was the consensus of opinion that we had completed more than
9700 steps, which included a slight detour from the planned route. For
their brave efforts on reaching the summit every member was given a
'well done ' sticker which raised a few smiles.

The next stroll will take place on Monday 24th June when we will be
trying out a new walk. We will meet in the car park at Hexgreave

Hall ,Kirklington Road, Farnsfield, Postcode NG22 8LS, just off the A617
leaving at 10.30am.

Andrew and Susan Goodison



Book Group

Last month’s book was “All the light we cannot see’ by American author
Anthony Doerr. It tells the story of two teenagers during WWII, one a
blind French girl in Nazi occupied France and the other a German orphan
boy forced into service by the Nazi army.

Marie-Laure LeBlanc evacuates France with her father who has been
entrusted by the museum he works for with a valuable diamond called ‘the
sea of flames’. They escape to her great uncle’s house in Saint Malo where
her father is arrested and she becomes part of the French Resistance
effort using a contraband radio to broadcast information to the allies.

Werner Pfennig, a brilliant German boy, is doomed to spend his life in a
coal mine until he receives an invitation to a Nazi school where he hopes
to fulfil his ambition to become a scientist. However, he is pressed into
military service and becomes part of a team assigned with the mission of
locating and destroying anti German broadcasts. While he is in Saint Malo
hunting Marie-Laure’s broadcasts, allied bombers attack the city and, in
separate locations, both of them become trapped. Her broadcasts
eventually save Werner's life and, in return, he finds her and saves her
from a German officer who is prepared to kill her in his desperate search
for ‘the sea of flames’ diamond. There were mixed feelings about the book
within the group with some members finding it difficult to read and others
thoroughly enjoying it! I, personally, much preferred the Netflix series
which followed the book. Betty Foster

National Trust

Located in the historic centre of Worcester
and near the cathedral, Greyfriars is a late
medieval timber framed property built in
1485 by a wealthy merchant as a house and
brewery. It was close to a former priory of
the Franciscan Order of Greyfriars.

Over the years it became a series of homes
and shops and even a “kiddleywink”

(a small pub only licensed to sell beer and
cider).

Visits are by guided tour and we were lucky
enough to have a guide who was informative
and interesting. Ann Mills




Trips and Visits—Cannon Hall farm

— Members recently enjoyed a visit to Cannon

= Hall Farm, near Barnsley. The farm features

regularly on television and it was interesting

to see everything in real life! It is a family

B owned farm and “Farmers Roger (the Dad),

~ Rob and Dave (sons) were very much on the
scene! There was a lot going on with lambs

education visits and social functions along
with cafes and restaurants, a great farm
shop and plenty of outdoor space with
beautiful views over the Yorkshire

countryside. Ann Mills won the betting on the sheep race! It is very well
organised and easily accessible for all with car parking and some
members found time to visit the interior of Cannon Hall in the grounds.
Well worth a visit. A great day out in the country!

Mary Howarth




Garden Visits

The weather was amazing for the May garden visit to Burnby Gardens in
Pocklington. near York. The sun shone all day and lovely to feel some
warmth after the cold wet dawn to Spring. We started with coffee outside in
the bandstand so we could all be together then a wander round the
extensive grounds which coincided with the Tulip Festival. Every colour tulip
was on display in tubs and borders surrounding the two lakes crossed by a
pretty bridge. Off the beaten track was a Stumpery featuring designs carved
in tree trunks, a walled garden, rock garden, secret garden and the birch
walk. Wandering too near the lake the fish thought it was feeding time and
large carp appeared with open mouths! Then it was back to the cafe for a
very appetising lunch, a visit to the shop and a quick look into the village of
Pocklington before heading home. What a truly wonderful day! Thanks Ann
for organising and arranging the hot sunshine!

Pam Berry

Trips and Visits—National Arboretum

We were blessed with fine weather on our visit this time. We arrived in
plenty of time for coffee or a visit to the Church for the tribute to those who
have fallen, 2 minutes silence at 11 o clock and the Last Post. It was very
moving.

The volunteer also gave a short into the creation of the Arboretum, the land
is leased on a 999 year lease for £1.00 a year ! How many of us could put
up with that!!!

We had booked the train which was very worthwhile, the journey time was
50 minutes and it took us to all the major memorials, there was commentary
throughout which is always helpful.

Back at the main building we all enjoyed refreshments, wine, beer, coffee or
tea whatever your choice. The lunches all looked delicious and we were
spoilt for choice, all at very reasonable prices. Time after lunch was spent
doing our own thing, some of us went to the short talk on " Shot at Dawn"
memorial and how the victims were treated and for what. The site is being
made safe at present as the area has become a bit unsafe due to flooding.
We set off for home at 3 o clock all very happy that it had been a good day
and we stayed dry, or maybe Linda didn't as she was by the river when we
had our only shower!

Jackie Massey
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Guess which interest group
report matches each photo!
More photos on the website and
facebook-all in colour!
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