
   

JUNE 2023 Newsletter 

 www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk 
   rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

facebook – rainworthu3a 
 

We meet on the second Wednesday  
of the month, 10am-12pm  

at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

Our Coronation Celebration Party 

   Lindhurst Wind Farm 

   Community Fund 
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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow  
at  
meetings 

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust Various Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Lynden Lowe 230023 lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme 2023 

Jun 14th   AGM followed by Nina Dauban     
    “Everything you thought you knew about charity!” 

Jul 12th   Andy Smart “Bygones” 

Aug  9th   Gareth Howell “The Fishpool Hoard”   

Sep 13th   Graham Keal “Terry Wogan’s Hair Weave” 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?   

 No age limit! Bring them along for a visit to see who we are  

and what we do!   “learn, laugh, live” 

Interest Group membership 

Please would members of interest groups remember to inform their group 
leader if they will not be attending a future meeting/s.  
If you have signed up to become a member, non attendance, especially on 
a regular basis, can incur financial implications for the whole group and its  
future, when there may be others who would like to join.  
Some groups have vacancies, so please speak to the Group Leader or if you 
have an idea for a new interest group or would like to start a second group 
for one that is already running but full, please speak to Linda Stockton, our 
Groups Coordinator. 

 

Future Events 2023 

Fri 30th Jun  BARN DANCE 6.30-10pm 
  Our callers and musicians are called “Pigs Ears” who are well  
  known for organising these events and ensuring everyone has a 
  good time.  
  Bring your own supper, but alcohol/soft    
  drinks may not be brought in to the venue.  

  Doors and bar open at 6.30pm.  

  Tickets on sale today only £8 or contact     
  Ann Mills on 01623 631714 
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A warm welcome to all members and visitors. 

We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and 
photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!  Articles will be 
put on the website as they are received and has more space for photos, all 
in colour! Please email articles to rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any 
photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 30th June 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers. 

In case of any emergency, if you would like to give a contact name and 
number that could be used by others, please write the details on your  
membership card which should be carried with you at all u3a meetings, 
events and activities. You may also wish to give these details to your Group 
Leader. 

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email, as well as automatically receiving the Third 
Age Matters magazine by post. Both publications are full of 
information, ideas, policies and feedback on the organisation and other 
branches’ activities. There are links to these and other organisations on our 
website. 

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a newsletter. 

You can listen to u3a radio now on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 
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Snapshot Gallery - New Virtual Group  

Don’t forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,  
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com  
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting. 
Selected photos may also be included in the newsletter and on the website 
and will be deleted after one month. 
So get “snapping”   no photos - no gallery! 

June’s chosen photos are on the back cover and more on the website. 

Chair’s Report 

 

Hello everyone and welcome to this my last report as chairman for our u3a.  
Last month’s meeting saw us celebrating our Kings Coronation, with music,  
a quiz and singing by everyone led by our own inimitable Ian, what a great 
day. Hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. We had sherry and cakes  for 
the toast which Ann as usual arranged.  
 I have enjoyed being your chairman for the 4years almost 2 of which was 
during Covid.  
There has been a lot of change to our constitution during this time most of it 
during Covid and after. 
This was all sorted out by your hard working secretary who liaised  with  
Central Office on our behalf. Thank you Diane.  
Thank you all for your support during this time and I hope you give your new 
chairman and the committee the same support you have given me.  

Lynden Lowe 

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation 
 We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.  

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100% 
funding stays local.  

Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk 
 

 

Do have a look at our new display board where you will see minutes of  
committee meetings and other legal documents plus information on events, 
activities and news from Head Office etc. 
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Coronation Celebration Party 

 
What a fun morning we had celebrating the Coronation.  
Our sing-along included all four countries - Men of Harlech, Danny Boy, Loch 
Lomond and Land of Hope and Glory. This was followed by a rousing Rule 
Britannia sung with gusto and flag waving, all led by Ian our musical  
director. A Charles 111 quiz was tackled well! Then out came the sherry and 
cakes and a toast to our new King and we finished with 2 verses of the  
National Anthem. A coronation themed raffle raised funds alongside our ever 
popular book stall and jigsaw table. 

Pam Berry 

National Trust 

 

Wightwick Manor is an 1887 Victorian 
manor house located near  
Wolverhampton. It is built in the  
Aesthetic Movement architectural style. 
The interiors are designed in Arts and 
Crafts manner, in part by  
William Morris, with an outstanding 
collection of Pre-Raphaelite paintings. 

One of our favourite places to visit. 

Ann Mills 
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Lunch Group 

Twenty two members enjoyed 
lunch at the recently refurbished 
Golden Eagle.  

The next lunch will be at The 
Hutt on 20th June. 

A reminder for anyone who has 
booked for the river cruise lunch 
that payment is due by the July 
meeting. 

 

Ann Mills 

                                               Wine Appreciation 

 
The wine tasted this month was Gavi, a 
dry Italian white wine and the 
first Italian white to be internationally 
recognised. The Cortese grape is 
behind this wine and, grown in the  
Piedmont region of Italy bordering 
France and Switzerland and sitting at 
the foot of the Alps, the wine is  
distinguished by its crisp, floral, peachy, 
aromatic qualities. It was popular with 
members and, as often happens, the 
most expensive bottle received the least 
number of points! As usual, a very  
enjoyable evening. 

Betty Foster 
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 Book Group 

In the absence of a library book this month, members were introduced to 
the Seven Sisters series by Lucinda Riley. 
The Six D’Aplièse sisters were all adopted by Pa Salt from different parts of 
the world and brought to live on an island in Lake Geneva.  
After his unexpected death, each daughter is left a clue made up of a global 
grid point, and a small object. Each novel follows one of the sister’s trips to 
various parts of the world where they find out their family’s history.  
You are then transported back in time to various events and learning more 
about famous historical characters from Beatrix Potter to the Norwegian 
composer Grieg.  
The countries visited range from Thailand, South America, Lake District,  
Kenya, Norway, Australia and New York. There is something for everybody in 
these novels whether romance, history or geography is your particular  
interest and I would highly recommend them. 

For our next meeting on June 16th, we will be back in the newly refurbished 
Blidworth Library, 10am-12. 

 
Betty Foster 

 

 

Local History Group 
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Local History Group 

A little jewel! 

The Royal Lancers and Nottinghamshire Yeomanry Museum is a gem  
hidden away in Thoresby Courtyard.  Our local history group was shown 
around by guide and military expert Andrew Plant, who told us about the 
formation of these local army regiments. 

The Royal Lancers was formed from 10 cavalry regiments and dates back 
to Charles 1.  Campaigns include the Civil War and Waterloo.  Their cap 
badge and motto ‘Death or Glory’ features a skull and crossbones.  

The Nottinghamshire Yeomanry is made up of the Sherwood Rangers and 
the South Notts Hussars.  Both were raised in 1794 to maintain local law 
and order, funded by great county families such as the Pierreponts of 
Thoresby. 

There are displays on aspects of warfare, from cavalry charges through to 
tank battles.  We saw the original battered bugle from the Charge of the 
Light Brigade and heard a recording of Tennyson himself reading the  
poem. 

Of interest were the origins of phrases like ‘lock, stock and barrel’ and ‘a 
flash in the pan’.  Also, uniforms were originally scarlet because Venetian 
Red was the cheapest dye.  Sabres were straight until they copied the 
Turkish scimitar - better for slicing! 

The museum has a fine collection of silver and medals not normally seen 
by the public. Its most recent acquisition is a formidable Conqueror tank, 
displayed in front of the Courtyard, which is where we ended our visit  
sitting in the sunshine outside the excellent café. 

 

Our June meeting will be to follow the Newark Town Civil War Trail. 

Friday 23rd June- 10.30am start-Venue:  Meet inside Newark Castle gates-
cost free 

Park at Tolney Lane (old cattle market) carpark, across river from castle. 

Extra bonus :  the Civil War Centre is open FREE to Newark and Sherwood 
residents, and could be visited at the end of the trail.  
Sign up if interested. 

Diane Hibbert 
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Garden Visits 

In May we visited Grimsthorpe Castle and Gardens south of Grantham.  
It is called a castle but only one end has a turret! Built with four different 
styles ranging from Tudor to Baroque so all sides not the same. The land 
was given to Lord Willoughby by Henry V111 and has stayed in the family 
ever since.  
However the property is now owned by a Trust as is normal. The Baronetcy 
title may also disappear as the current occupier has no children and it will be 
up to the House of Lords to see if it will pass to a distant cousin or not. The 
long and continuous occupancy though of is reflected in the remarkable  
collection or art and furnishings. We had a tour with an extremely  
knowledgeable guide. The family is one of three in England who still fulfils 
the hereditary office of Lord Great Chamberlain, the Monarch’s  
representative at the Palace of Westminster so also houses the largest  
collection of royal thrones and furnishings outside the Royal Palaces. On view 
were the Coronations Robes and interesting to learn that status depends on 
the number of rows of black spots on the ermine capes. The more rows the 
nearer the Monarch! Lady Willoughby was Maid of Honour to the late Queen 
Elizabeth 11 at her Coronation in 1953 so also on view were her dress and 
headdress. Finally we saw where King Charles and Queen Camilla slept when 
they visited.  
The gardens were full of spring flowers and a spectacular scene. 

Pam Berry 

Strollers 

Our stroll for May was around Brierley Park and the weather was very kind 
to us unlike our previous visit when the heavens opened.  
It was a pretty walk as the trees are in full blossom and the smell of  
Summer filled the air. We had a steady stroll for nearly an hour and a half 
before we ended up at the coffee shop for a much needed drink and for 
some a bacon cob! A lovely morning.  
The next “stroll” will be at Hardwick Inn,  meeting in the overflow car park at 
10.30am. 

 Jackie Massey 
Odeon Group 

I am now booking for Andre Rieu’s next concert film “ Love is All Around”  
on Saturday 26th August at 3.00pm, £20. 

 Pam  Berry 
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Recruitment & Volunteers Fair held on 4th June 
at Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre, Edwinstowe 

Our u3a was invited to attend the above by Newark & Sherwood Community 
Voluntary Services to celebrate “Volunteers Week” 
It was a full day event enabling organisations, community groups and  
charities to promote their activity and network with others. We were even 
provided with a gazebo from the Sherwood Forest wardens, a great help as 
the weather was hot and sunny, encouraging lots of people to visit the  
centre. 
We spoke to many people, local and tourists, who asked what the u3a does, 
looked at our display, some already members elsewhere, and gave out 
newsletters and flyers. Ian serenaded the visitors on the recorder and Robin 
Hood and one of his Merry Men stopped by to say hello!  
This was a worthwhile event to promote our u3a. Thanks to Ian and Diane 
for all their help beforehand and on the day, and Ann and Maureen for their 

support. 

Mary Howarth 
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Snapshot Gallery 

              Garden Visits            Strollers 

 

Recruitment Fair at Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre 


