
   

MARCH 2023 Newsletter 

 www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk 
facebook – rainworthu3a 

 
We meet on the second Wednesday  

of the month, 10am-12pm  
at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

     
Calling  

all Dissectologists 

or those who enjoy doing jigsaw  
puzzles! 

We have a selection of puzzles  
available to borrow and return for 
50p or keep for £1. 

If you have any in good condition 
to donate, bring them along to 
the meeting. 

Don’t forget to visit our book stall  
too! 
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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Am-Dram 4th Fri TBA   

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust Various Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Lynden Lowe 230023 lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme 2023 

Mar 8th   Jack Hibbert 

    Nottinghamshire Fire & Rescue 

Apr 12th   Bob White 
    “You’d Never Believe It!” 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?   

 No age limit! Bring them along for a visit to see who we are  

and what we do!   “learn, laugh, live” 

Interest Group membership 

Please would members of interest groups remember to inform their group 
leader if they will not be attending a future meeting/s.  
If you have signed up to become a member, non attendance, especially on 
a regular basis, can incur financial implications for the whole group and its  
future, when there may be others who would like to join.  
Some groups have vacancies, so please speak to the Group Leader or if you 
have an idea for a new interest group or would like to start a second group 
for one that is already running but full, please speak to Linda Stockton, our 
Groups Coordinator. 

 

Future Events 2023 

Fri 31st Mar  Race Night 6.30-10pm 
    £10 includes pie and chip supper-on sale today 

Wed 10th May  Coronation Party 10-12pm 

Fri 30th Jun  Social evening-details TBC 

Wed 11th Oct  Our 10th Anniversary Party 10-12pm 

Tue 14th Nov  Coffee morning 10-12pm 

Wed 13th Dec  Christmas Party  
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A warm welcome to all members and visitors. 

We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and 
photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!  Articles will be 
put on the website as they are received and has more space for photos., all 
in colour! Please email articles to rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any 
photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 31st March 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers. 

In case of any emergency, if you would like to give a contact name and 
number that could be used by others, please write the details on your  
membership card which should be carried with you at all u3a meetings, 
events and activities. You may also wish to give these details to your Group 
Leader. 

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know. 

Hope you have remembered to bring your mugs, please ensure mobile 
phones are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email, as well as automatically receiving the Third 
Age Matters magazine by post. Both publications are full of 
information, ideas, policies and feedback on the organisation and other 
branches’ activities. There are links to these and other organisations on our 
website. 

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsu3anetwork.org and issue a newsletter. 

You can listen to u3a radio now on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the whiteboard on display at every meeting,  
for more information about our u3a. 



 5 

We have a new style newsletter.  
 
Colour will only appear on the front and back covers to save on printing 
costs ,which have risen greatly due to the closure of Portland Print, a  
charitable organisation. Reports and photos will not always appear together. 
If you want to see them in colour, look at them and more on our website. 

We are now using Unwin Print, a local business from Farnsfield, who has  
offered to print our newsletter at a very reasonable cost, thanks Martin. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Hello everyone, hope as it’s now March, you are all full of the joys of Spring.  

 

Last month we had our Valentine’s coffee morning with Danish pastries etc. 
what a good event!!   

It raised money for our coffers which helps to keep our subs down, speaking 
of which, I hope you have all got your tickets for the Race Night on the 31st 
March, just £10 and then nothing else to pay except for your raffle tickets 
and purchases from the bar. Your £10 includes your bet money, your supper, 
(pie and chips) plus a good night out with your pals! If you have trouble with 
transport please let myself or someone on the committee know, something 
can be arranged.   

 

Please don’t forget, it’s time to pay your subscriptions and they have to be 
paid by the April meeting at the latest. They are £24 for normal members, 
£20 for associate members.   

 

Last month we had to improvise as our speaker forgot to turn up, but it  
appeared everyone enjoyed the impromptu events. Who knows, next time a 
speaker lets us down, we may call upon some of you to entertain us with 
some amusing anecdotes.   

Keep safe   

 

Lynden  Lowe 
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Garden Visits 2023– 1st Thursday monthly 

 
Apr 6th Brodsworth Hall, Doncaster 
May 4th  Grimsthorpe Castle, Bourne 
Jun 1st Kenilworth Castle, Warwickshire 
Jul 6th Kiftsgate Gardens, Gloucester 
Aug 3rd Sledmere House, Driffield 
Sep 7th Ripley Castle Gardens, Harrogate 
Oct 5th Batsford Arboretum, Moreton in Marsh 
Nov 2nd Dukeries Garden Centre, Worksop 
Dec 7th Belvoir Castle, Grantham 

National Trust– 2nd Thursday April-October 

Apr 13th Nostell Priory, Wragby 
May 11th Rufford Old Hall, Ormskirk 
Jun 8th Packwood House, Solihull 
Jul 13th East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley 
Aug 10th Baddesley Clinton, Warwick 
Sep 14th Wentworth Woodhouse, Rotherham 
Oct 12th Snowshill Manor, Broadway 

 
Ann Mills & Maureen Litchfield 

 

Odeon Group 

I am currently booking for:  

Turandot opera by Puccini on Wednesday 22nd March at 7.15pm - £20 

Cinderella ballet by Prokofiev on Wednesday 12th April at 7.15pm - £20 

The Marriage of Figaro by Mozart on Thursday 27th April at 6.45pm - £20 

See me at the meeting or  
telephone on 07747 616 306 / 01623 795473 
email randp33@hotmail.com 

Pam Berry 
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Book Group 

Grandmothers by Salley Vickers 

 

This was the second book by Salley Vickers the 
group has read, the first being “Cousins” 

 
Grandmothers is the story of three women of a 
certain age: 

 
Nan - grandmother to Billy who occupies her  
time planning her funeral and fulfilling her  
secret career as a successful poet  

Blanche -   
who became estranged from her son and family  
after she had driven her grandchildren whilst 
drunk and who takes to shoplifting meaningless 
items from local stores 

 
Minna - who lives alone in a shepherd’s hut following a disastrous affair  
with a married man years previously and who is a surrogate grandmother  
to a neighbour’s daughter. 

 
The three characters are unknown to each other at the beginning of the 
book but meet up through a series of improbable encounters and forge 
friendships based on the one thing they have in common- they all believe 
that they are better at understanding their grandchildren’s needs than their 
parents are. 

 
I found this book an enjoyable and poignant read. 

 
As our usual meeting venue, Blidworth Library, will be closed for 
the next few weeks due to refurbishment, our meetings will be 
held in the Community Centre, Thoresby Road, Rainworth NG21 
0DZ on the 3rd Friday of the month, 10am-12pm as usual.  

I look forward to seeing you there. 

Betty Foster 
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Strollers 

After an unpromising start in the rain, a hardy bunch of strollers made the 
best of it, pressed on, and were rewarded with an enjoyable walk around 
the Pleasley Pit Trail. This was followed by a well-earned feast of bacon 
baps and sausage rolls at the excellent cafe. 

Ian Hibbert 
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Would all members please remember to wear their  
membership cards at meetings , in the lanyards provided. If you 
need one please ask Jill Lowe, our Treasurer who always wears 
hers!!! 

 
It is very difficult for members, especially new ones and visitors, to 
get to know one another without this identification as well as  
existing members, like me, who have a bad memory for names! 

Editor 

 
RAINWORTH u3a “SNAPSHOT GALLERY” 

 
Dear members, 
 
You are cordially invited to participate in a new “virtual group”. 
 
Please email me ONE snapshot you have taken on your phone, or digital 
camera, sometime before a main meeting. I will compile an informal 
slideshow of the results and show them at the next main meeting.  
There are no themes, no prizes, no meetings, just a monthly picture  
gallery. 
Select wisely, remember only ONE snapshot. 
 
No people snaps.  
Not every one wants to be plastered all over the  
village hall screen and I would feel uncomfortable with personal data.  
So please stick to - animal (not human), vegetable and mineral please.  
Snaps will be deleted after 1 month, ready for the next gallery. 
Let's give it a go. What could possibly go wrong? 
 
My special email “snapshot gallery” address is: 
snapgallery21@gmail.com 
 
Ian Hibbert 
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Local History Group 

Death, disaster and deportation. 

The Workhouse Storytellers covered all of these in their presentation to our 
local history group. 
But it was not all doom and gloom at the Workhouse. 
As one “inmate” put it, after the death of her husband in a farm accident in 
1847, where else could she and her six children go to get a roof over their 
heads, clothing, a bed to lie on and three square meals a day?  And how 
else would her children get an education to better themselves and enter the  
workforce?  Left to fend for themselves, without the workhouse safety net, 
none of this would have happened. 
The story about deportation for sheep stealing, based on actual local 
events, also had a happy ending in Australia, unlike that of the ghostly  
family at the workhouse gates. 
The Storytellers illustrated the hardships of life in the 19th century which 
led to the workhouse system, a system that continued, surprisingly, into the 
1930s. Their tales were interspersed with some poignant singing of  
broadside ballads to illustrate the themes. 
In the picture, Sandra, David Andrew and Phil, the Workhouse Storytellers, 
telling tales that inspire, challenge and inform.  

March meeting of Local History group-Southwell Walkabout 
Friday 24th March. 
Starts 10.30 prompt from the North door of the Minster taking approx. 2 
hours. 
Make your own way 
there. It is best to 
park in the Church 
Street carpark. 
Cost £3 payable on 
the day. 
Diane Hibbert 
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Committee 

 

Lynden 
Lowe 

 lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com 

  

230023 

  

 Chairman 

 Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
 

795399 

 

 
Business  

Secretary 

Jill Lowe jillylo@yahoo.co.uk 

  
230023 
 

  

Treasurer 

Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 

  

631714 

 
Programme & 
Social 
Secretary 

Chris 

Bentley 
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 

  
07752 

238 045 

  
Membership 

Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 

 
634154 

 
Groups 

Coordinator 

 Mary 

Howarth 
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

  
624063 

 

Newsletter 

Editor/Website 

Diana 

Parker 

 

dianaparker76@googlemail.com 

 
406342 

 
Welfare 

Officer 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 

  
438702 

 
Committee  
Member 

Jill Pullan jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

  
400545 

 
Committee 

Member 

Pam  

Haywood 
pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

 

406078 

 

Vice-Chair 

Wendy  

Dixon 
mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

07580 

385437 

Committee 

Member 
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Art Corner 

Look what we discovered at our last  
Hobbies meeting!  

Yes, hidden talents from two of our  
members. Alwyn draws beautiful ink  
sketches and Beryl paints watercolours. 
What amazing artists! 
 
Please come along if you want to have a go 
at any art work or any other hobby, we 
meet on the 3rd Monday, 2-4pm at the 
Methodist Church Hall. 

 

 

Valentine’s Coffee 
Morning 

 

Thank you to everyone who  
attended and helped raise £106.81 
towards our funds. 
The pastries were delicious and the 
Ringtones sang “Valentine” songs 
with our Musical Director on the 
clarinet. 


