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We meet on the second Wednesday  
of the month, 10am-12pm  

at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

Lindhurst Wind Farm  
Community Fund 
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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow 
at  

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust Various Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Lynden Lowe 230023 lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme 2023 

May 10th   Coronation Celebration Party, 10-12pm with  
    community singing, quiz, cakes and a    
    toast to King Charles 111 

Jun 14th   AGM followed by Nina Dauban on   
    “Everything you thought you knew about charity!” 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?   

 No age limit! Bring them along for a visit to see who we are  

and what we do!   “learn, laugh, live” 

Interest Group membership 

Please would members of interest groups remember to inform their group 
leader if they will not be attending a future meeting/s.  
If you have signed up to become a member, non attendance, especially on 
a regular basis, can incur financial implications for the whole group and its  
future, when there may be others who would like to join.  
Some groups have vacancies, so please speak to the Group Leader or if you 
have an idea for a new interest group or would like to start a second group 
for one that is already running but full, please speak to Linda Stockton, our 
Groups Coordinator. 

 

Future Events 2023 

Fri 30th Jun  BARN DANCE 6.30-10pm 
  Our callers and musicians are called “Pigs Ears” who are well  
  known for organising these events and ensuring everyone has a 
  good time.  
  Bring your own supper, but alcohol/soft    
  drinks may not be brought in to the venue.  

  Doors and bar open at 6.30pm.  

  Tickets on sale today only £8 or contact     
  Ann Mills on 01623 631714 
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A warm welcome to all members and visitors. 

We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and 
photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!  Articles will be 
put on the website as they are received and has more space for photos, all 
in colour! Please email articles to rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any 
photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 31st May 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers. 

In case of any emergency, if you would like to give a contact name and 
number that could be used by others, please write the details on your  
membership card which should be carried with you at all u3a meetings, 
events and activities. You may also wish to give these details to your Group 
Leader. 

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email, as well as automatically receiving the Third 
Age Matters magazine by post. Both publications are full of 
information, ideas, policies and feedback on the organisation and other 
branches’ activities. There are links to these and other organisations on our 
website. 

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a newsletter. 

You can listen to u3a radio now on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the whiteboard on display at every meeting,  
for more information about our u3a. 
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Snapshot Gallery - New Virtual Group  

Don’t forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,  
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com  
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting. 
 
Selected photos may also be included in the newsletter and on the website 
and will be deleted after one month. 
So get “snapping”   no photos - no gallery! 

May’s chosen photos are on the back cover and more on the website.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Please remember that subscriptions for April 2023-March 2024 are now due  
and must be paid by the end of May. 

Chair’s Report 

Welcome to you all, especially those visiting for the first time.  
Hope you enjoy yourselves and decide to join permanently.  
As you read this we are celebrating our new Kings Coronation here at the 
u3a. Hope you all have your party frocks on, men included! 
We have been awarded a grant from Lindhurst Windfarm Trust, through the 
Nottinghamshire Community Foundation, to buy 2 new laptops with software 
and a donation towards our newsletter for the year. Thanks very much go to 
Diane, our secretary, for pursuing this and obtaining the grant.  
The committee are working hard to get the AGM ready for next month and 
pursuing their roles within the committee. Your group leaders are organising 
their individual groups for activities  in various forms, please give them your 
support and if you wish to start a new group in whatever activity, please ask 
the group co-ordinator, Linda Stockton, for advice and help. 
Enjoy your u3a!  

Lynden Lowe 

 

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation 

 
 We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.  

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100% 
funding stays local.  

Please contact us on 01623 620202 or 
nina@nottscf.org.uk 
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Notification of Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of Rainworth and District u3a will be held at 
10am on Wednesday 14th June, 2023, in Rainworth Village Hall, Kirklington 
Road, Rainworth, NG21 0GY. The present Chair and Vice-chair of the  
committee will not be standing for re-election. 
The accounts will be made available for this meeting. 
ALL FULLY PAID-UP MEMBERS are entitled to vote, either by attending the 
meeting or by proxy.  To do this, please contact the Chair, Lynden Lowe, on 
01623 230023, or text on 07883040806, to appoint him as your proxy. 
 
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 
 
The list of nominees is as follows: 
1) Chair  -  Mary Howarth 
2) Vice- chair  -  Jean Bingham 
3) Secretary  -  Diane Hibbert 
4) Treasurer  -  Jill Lowe 
and 8 Committee members with areas of responsibility: 
Chris Bentley, Ann Brown, Wendy Dixon, Andrew Goodison, Ann Mills, 
Diana Parker, Jill Pullan, Linda Stockton 
AGENDA 
1) Chair's opening remarks 
2) Apologies for absence 
3) Minutes of the previous AGM 2022 
4) To receive and adopt the Chair's report 
5) To receive and adopt the Statement of Accounts from April 2022 to March 
2023 
6) To appoint an Examiner of Accounts 
7) To elect the Officers and Members of the Committee 
Diane Hibbert, Secretary, May 2023 

Strollers 

A happy band of hikers returned to Ransom 
Woods, determined not to get lost. Intense 
concentration on Google maps and some 
fine group navigational skills took us on a 
good circular walk through the woods. 
As usual we ended with refreshments, this 
time at Forever Green. Next month’s walk is 
at Brierley Park, Huthwaite, on 22nd May. 
Diane Hibbert 
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Trips and Visits 

Fourteen of us set 
off for a visit to 
Kelham Island  
Museum at  
Sheffield. The  
Museum showcases 
the industrial  
history of Sheffield 
from the Industrial 
Revolution, the Victorian eras and both World Wars. It showed how 
steelmaking not only changed Sheffield but other parts of the world. The 
Museum also houses the 12,000hp River Don Engine, the most powerful 
working steam engine in Europe. Sadly it was not being fired up on the day 
we were there as due to cost and quite often low numbers in the early part 
of the week it only happens Thursday to Sunday or Bank Holiday Mondays. 
Free entry to the Museum makes it a really good day out, a donation is  
always appreciated , and you can spend as long as you like taking in  
everything that was made in Sheffield from cutlery to medical equipment. 

Colin & Jackie Massey 

Book Group 

The Idea of you by Robinne Lee 

This month’s book was a true love story. Solene 
Marchand, a thirty-nine-year-old divorcee and owner of a 
Los Angeles art gallery, takes her daughter to see her 
favourite boy band, August Moon. The last thing Solene 
expects is to make a connection with one of its members 
but Hayes Campbell is intelligent, confident and good 
looking and the attraction is immediate although the fact 
that he is only 20 years old complicates things! However, 
what begins as a series of clandestine meetings quickly 
becomes a passionate and genuine relationship and 
spans continents as they navigate each other’s worlds from stadium tours to 
international arts fairs all over the world. Their romance quickly becomes a 
viral sensation and when Solene realizes the impact this all has on those she 
loves she has to make a big decision…………………. 

Betty Foster 
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National Trust 

Nostell, near Wakefield, is a Palladian 
house built on the site of a medieval  
Augustinian priory which was seized and 
destroyed  during the dissolution of the 
monasteries. The estate was purchased by 
Sir Rowland Winn, a wealthy textile  
merchant, in 1733 as a show house to  
entertain guests but was never completely 
furnished. 
The dolls’ house was not a toy, but built to 
use as an educational way to study fashion 
and design and show the owner’s wealth. 
It was also used to teach how to run a  
household and give orders to staff. 

Ann Mills 

Table Top Games 

Table-top games moved to floor level at Monday’s meeting. 
We were intrigued by the Kurling set which Wendy brought along. 
After decamping to the outer reaches of the church hall, we formed up in 

two teams to give it a go. 
 
Blues were soon in the lead thanks 
to strategic kurling by Wendy, but 
Reds fought back with some  
bulls-eye shots from Susan.  
 
Final score 60-50 to the Blues.  
Return match next month. 
 
Diane, Susan, Ian, Lynden, Wendy 
and Jim. 
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Garden Visits 

This Victorian house, located near Doncaster, was built in the 1860s by 
Charles Thellusson, together with spacious lawns and terraces. The house and 
gardens fell into disrepair until it was taken over by English Heritage. Although 
the house has only been conserved, the gardens have been returned to the 
original Italianate pleasure gardens, with marble statues, a fern grotto,  
three-tier fountain and impressive topiary. Several gardeners keep the  
flowerbeds and grounds in beautiful condition. We enjoyed an extensive  
garden tour by a volunteer guide which lasted about 90 minutes. 
Brodsworth is well worth a visit and not too far to travel. 
Ann Mills 

 

 

 

Odeon Group  

We had two events at the Odeon in April. The first was the ballet Cinderella 
with music from Prokofiev and it was so entrancing! We were transported to 
a magical fairy tale and such a pretty performance. The dancing, the  
costumes and the set were so colourful and superb. It was the original story 
so there were two very comical ugly sisters , a handsome prince ,Cinderella 
as a kitchen maid and a fairy godmother plus fairies depicting all four  
seasons. The transformation of Cinderella to a princess was pure magic. The 
Royal Ballet had actually employed a magician to help them set the scene! 
We came away so uplifted! 

Next came the comic opera The Marriage of Figaro by Mozart. This was like 
the farces we used to see on stage but put to music and sung! Again the set 
was brilliant and costumes delightful but the singing was beautiful. Interest-
ing in the interviews ( mostly with Sir Antonio Pappano, the Royal Opera  
Musical Director and Conductor of this opera) it was mentioned that by  
employing Italian singers it would give the production more authenticity as it 
is sung in their own language. It was very funny and made a pleasant 
change as most operas are tragedies! 

Booking now for Il Travatore on Tuesday 13th June at 7.15pm £20 

This is the last in current programme which will probably start again for the 
2023/24 season around end of September.  

However date for the diary!!  

Andre Rieu concert film from Maastricht “ Live is All Around” on Saturday 
26th August at 3.00pm. Booking soon. 

Pam Berry 
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Local History 

The Local History group welcomed Stephen Flinders and his Old Curiosity 
Box to our April meeting, which took the form of a hands-on quiz.  

We split into teams and Stephen opened his Curiosity Box to reveal a selec-
tion of antique items.  These he distributed around the room, along with 
some details of age, what they were made of, who would use them etc. Our 
task was to guess what they were. 

Stephen circulated among the groups, meeting our hopeful guesses with an 
inscrutable smile.  When we had seen, handled and guessed at all 10 ob-
jects, he revealed the answers, which were often entertainingly different 
from our attempts. 

There were quite a few near-misses for 1/2 point and celebrations for the 
few that were spot-on correct for 1 point (hog-bristle scraper, rope-splicer, 
stagecoach foot-warmer).  One gruesome item which no-one guessed was a 
tonsil extractor.   

The most rare and valuable object was a 10” copper nail from HMS Victory - 
so rare that the Victory museum does not now own one, so we were privi-
leged to handle it. 

Overall, an enjoyable brain-workout for the 
group. 

Next meeting is 
a visit to the 
Royal Lancers 
and Notts  
Yeomanry  
Museum at 
Thoresby  
Courtyard on 

Friday 26th 
May at 
10.30am. 

Diane Hibbert 
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Committee 

 

Lynden 
Lowe 

 lyndenlowe@virginmedia.com 

  

230023 

  

 Chairman 

 Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
 

795399 

 

 
Business  

Secretary 

Jill Lowe jillylo@yahoo.co.uk 

  
230023 
 

  

Treasurer 

Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 

  

631714 

 
Programme & 
Social 
Secretary 

Chris 

Bentley 
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 

  
07752 

238 045 

  
Membership 

Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 

 
634154 

 
Groups 

Coordinator 

 Mary 

Howarth 
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

  
624063 

 

Newsletter 

Editor/Website 

Diana 

Parker 

 

dianaparker76@googlemail.com 

 
406342 

 
Welfare 

Officer 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 

  
438702 

 
Committee  
Member 

Jill Pullan jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

  
400545 

 
Committee 

Member 

Pam  

Haywood 
pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

 

406078 

 

Vice-Chair 

Wendy  

Dixon 
mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

07580 

385437 

Committee 

Member 
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Snapshot Gallery 

 Trips & Visits  National Trust 

 Garden Visits  Games-Curling 


