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Interest Groups

Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING.

“Virtual”
Snapshot Slideshow (Ian Hibbert 795399 [snapgallery21@gmail.com
Gallery
monthly

B o Epi 07708

0ok Group |37 Fri Betty Foster 444535 betty.foster@btopenworld.com
grrg?lléfast 1st Tue |Gordon Brown 332%84 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
Card Craft  |3rd Mon (Jill Pullan 400545 [jillandmalcp@gmail.com
Garden Visits 1« Thur |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
Hobbies 3¢ Mon m?cuhrfeizglg 799322 |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Local History [4* Fri Eli\?vr;/ﬁ Elerttt)gIrlt/ 795399 |diane.hibbert@btinternet.com
Lunch 3<Tue |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
¥g§i§nal 2" Thur m?cuhrﬁglr(]j 799322 |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Odeon Visits |Various [Pam Berry 795473 |randp33@hotmail.com

: y 07925
Pub Quiz 3< Thur |Gordon Brown 896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
giiﬁ,'gitﬁges' 2« Mon |Pam Haywood (406078 |pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk
Strollers 4+ Mon Andrew/Susan 438702 oodisonj2@gmail.com
Goodison 9 )2@9 )
Tabl Al L .
Gg%%smp 3¢ Mon Ggg(rjei“s/\cl)n 438702 |goodisonj2@gmail.com
gg&lliari]g 3¢ Thur [Wendy Dixon %2237 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk
07982 .
annbrown051@gmail.com
Trips & Visits [Various | ;AN Brown / (243362
Y 661894 masseyjackie@hotmail.com

Wine 3¢ Wed [Jill Pullan 400545 (jillandmalcp@gmail.com
Appreciation ) p@gmar.




Meeting Programme 2024

Wed 8th May Ron Goodley
“My Life As A Chauffeur”

Wed 12th Jun AGM followed by cakes, singing and beetle drive

Future Events 2024-save the dates!

Fri 17th May Gary Haynes—Musician, 6.30-10pm
Tickets £10 available today
Bring your own food. Doors and bar open 6.30pm

u3a
North Notts Neighbourhood Group

INVITE YOU TO A
PICNIC IN THE FOREST
WEDNESDAY 26th JUNE

AT SHERWOOD FOREST VISITOR CENTKE
EDWINSTOWE, MANSFIELD NG21 9kN

This is a FREE EVENT from 11 - 3
ALL DAY CAR PARKING £5
All welcome to join us for a Fun Day of

Activities Musical Entertainment ~ Prizes
Games Cafe On Site Walks

Bring tables, chairs, blankets & picnic

' '




A warm welcome to all our members and visitors and to Ron Goodley. We
hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the

articles and photos coming! It's not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!
Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.

The closing date for the next issue is 31st May
Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am.

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do not wish
to receive the Third Age Matters magazine.

In case of an emergency, please give a contact name and number that you
would like used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our
Welfare Officer, Linda Stockton, know.

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones
are set to silent.

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution.

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a
website, www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly
newsletter called “Newsbites. "There are links to these and other
organisations on our website.

You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including

Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel.

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and
organisations.



Words from the Chair
Notification of Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of Rainworth and District u3a will be held at
10am on Wednesday 12 June, 2024, in Rainworth Village Hall, Kirklington
Road, Rainworth, NG21 0GY.

All fully paid-up members are entitled to vote, either by attending the
meeting or by proxy. To do this, please contact the Secretary, Diane
Hibbert, on 01623 795399, or text on 078119 30244, to appoint her as your

proxy.

AGENDA

* Chair’s opening remarks

* Apologies for absence

* Minutes of the previous AGM 2023

* To receive and adopt the Chair’s report

* To receive and adopt the statement of accounts from April 2023 to March
2024

* To appoint an examiner of accounts

* To elect the officers and members of the committee

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

The list of nominees is as follows:

Chair - Mary Howarth

Vice-chair - Jean Bingham

Secretary - Diane Hibbert

Treasurer - Jill Lowe

Committee members with areas of responsibility:
Ann Brown

Andrew Goodison

Ann Mills

Linda Stockton



Wine Appreciation

\

The u3a wine appreciation
group met on Wednesday
evening. Betty was host and
we blind tasted these four
Italian white wines.

As ever, the most expensive
did not win. Betty and Tony
put on a wonderful supper.
Everyone really enjoyed the
evening. Wine food and
company were first class.

Jill Pullan

National Trust
Our April visit was to Calke Abbey, near Derby, which was originally a
small priory until the abbey was converted into a Tudor house in 1537.
Calke Abbey is described as “The Unstately Home and Country Estate”.
No renovations have taken place since the Trust took over in 1985 and,
indeed, since 1886, apart from essential repairs.
The Abbey has been owned and occupied
by the Harpur Crewe family who were
great collectors of paintings, books and
items of natural history: stuffed
animals and birds, eggs, shells, insects,
rocks and fossils; all presented exactly as
they were found when taken over by the
Trust.
Walking around the upper rooms you felt
that because there were so many antique
objects, space was at a premium and
items had been “dumped” anywhere!
This was a very interesting day, but
insufficient time to see everything.
Ann Mills




Garden Visits

April saw this group visit Renishaw Gardens just south of Sheffield.

Home to the Sitwell family ( Edith Sitwell was a well known author) and it
was over 115 years ago Sir George Sitwell created what is today one of the
most beautiful Italianate gardens in Britain. It was a damp, cold muddy visit
but we were greeted with a lovely warm drink and biscuits. Then on to a
walk past a spectacular fountain, classical statues, and flowering magnolias
and camellias. The day continued with a visit to Dobies garden centre and
complex for lunch and shopping. Another lovely day with friends from our
u3a. Thanks to Ann for organising.
Pam Berry

Snapshot Gallery-Cello

They say a picture is worth a thousand words.
Well this snap from Ann Mills certainly proves
the point. The picture was taken in the
beautiful gardens at Renishaw Hall. But who is
she? Her name is Amaryllis Fleming, born in
1925 and died in 1999. She was particularly
interested in the music of J S Bach, which she
played on a special early 17 century

Amati baroque ‘cello with 5 strings instead of
the usual 4. The Royal College of Music
renamed their main concert space the
“Amaryllis Concert Hall” in her honour.

Her step brother was Ian Fleming who
managed to feature the ‘cello in “The Living - e s
Daylights” James Bond film. The cello case was used as a toboggan in a
thrilling escape chase. No way to treat a Stradivarius!

Ian Hibbert

Ten Pin Bowling

Wendy got the highest score and
Jill the most strikes.

Lynden




Strollers

Undeterred by the
rain, and after a
democratic vote, the
members decided to
put their best feet
forward and brave a
stroll around Brierley
Park, Huthwaite on
the 22nd April. The
park was created on
the site of the former Sutton Colliery (Brierley Pit) where twenty miners
were seriously injured by fire and five men died of their injuries on the 21st
February 1957.

With appropriate waterproof clothing and a plethora of umbrellas we set off
on one of the shorter routes around the park. We came across several dog
walkers with their soggy furry companions. The birds were trying to keep
dry in the trees and bushes, apart from three little ducks which could have
been having a menage a trois! There were plenty of cowslips growing in
several pastures along with lots of mud which caused us to have problems
walking in some areas, but thankfully we all managed to remain upright with
cooperation from the group. We were pleased to reach the cafe where we
eagerly enjoyed our hot refreshments. On the way back to the car park we
passed the memorial to the miners, comprising of stone statues of men
differing in height and a stone commemorative carved with the names of the
men caught up in the terrible disaster.

The next stroll will take place on the 27th May, Spring Bank Holiday Monday
at the Teversal Trail, Carnarvon Street, Teversal, Sutton-in-Ashfield NG17

_ 3HJ leaving at 10.30am.

% Hopefully on this occasion we will fare better
" with the weather and the sun will shine
- down upon us!

' Andrew and Susan Goodison

Lynden was determined to catch Linda on
. screen despite her hiding from the camera!



Local History Group

Our 2024 Village Venture was to Lowdham to visit the Grade 1 listed church
of St. Mary the Virgin.

We were warmly welcomed with refreshments by guide Jan Hewitt, who
showed us around. The church dates from the C12. The original thatched
wooden building was replaced by a bell tower and separate chancel, which
were later joined together by a nave.

One church treasure is the effigy of a knight in armour - Sir John de Ludham,
after whom the village is named. Interestingly, he has a lion at his feet. The
octagonal font is a rare survivor of the Reformation. A massive oak door
guards the entrance - installed in 1614 at the same time as the first bell.

We also learned about being “at death’s door” - there is an actual one in the
church.

We searched for witches and pilgrims marks and admired the fine lamps
created by the local blacksmith. The magnificent huge old trees in the
churchyard were also worthy of note.

Finally, a quick stroll through the village via, the bookshop, took us to the
Old School and its memorial clock for George V's coronation. It was
noticeable how advanced the flowers in the gardens were.

Arriving at the Old Ship Inn for lunch, we learned about local man Harold
Cottam. He was the wireless operator on the RMS Carpathia and took the
distress call from the sinking Titanic. Thanks to his alertness and prompt
response, 705 lives were saved. A blue plaque commemorates his actions of
112 years ago.

Diane Hibbert
Book Group - A Man called Ove

This is the debut novel of Swedish author Fredrik Backman, first published in
2012 and since been made into a film. On the face of It, Ove is a grumpy old
man still grieving the loss of his beloved wife who was the only person who
really understood him and still living in the home they shared together in a
suburban street. He is an unassuming man with integrity, who likes rules and
routines but when we learn abut his traumatic past, thoughts about him start
to change. A string of suicide attempts is thwarted by a series of comical
interruptions which introduce him to his new neighbour, Parveneh, a straight
-talking, pregnant, Iranian woman with a useless husband and two young
children who adore Ove. This leads to a comical and heartwarming tale of an
unkempt cat and unexpected friendships all of which change the life of a
once grumpy old man. A charming book which will make you laugh and cry
and feel sorry when you've finished reading it! Betty Foster



Indoor Games

This month’s indoor games saw us play dominoes, Shut the Box and

Kurling. But first, we were treated to a demonstration of the digital future of
table-top games, ranging through painting, quizzes, music, bingo and cards,
in virtual reality and suitable for all ages by the staff from the Wellbeing
Suite at Respectful Care.

Kurling - Reds still lost both games to the Blues, despite some inventive
scoring by Wendy. 1st game, 32-58; 2nd game was closer, 48-52.

It's interesting to see different playing styles developing, from cautious,
through tactical, to *knock’em out the park’.

Lynden’s Shut the Box proved easy to play but nigh-on impossible to win.
Finally, we played ordinary dominoes using Maureen’s 9-spot set. I still didn't
manage to win anything though!

Diane Hibbert.

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation
We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.
Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100%
funding stays local.
Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone!

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time
employment who would like to join our u3a? No age limit! Bring
them along for a visit to see who we are and what we do!

“fearn, laugh, live”

Do you read the Mansfield, Ashfield and Sherwood News Journal? It is free,
published at the end of each month and distributed to local shops and
superstores. In Rainworth, it can be found in Tesco Express, Coop and Nisa.
Jackie, our Press Secretary writes an article on our u3a each month. A copy
is with our display board today. Have a look at it and get a copy each
month, it flies out the shops each time so be quick if you want to get one!!!
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Happy to serve you!!!

A big thanks to our
refreshment team, smiling
faces and a great cuppal!

long serving
volunteers on the book B

stall. —

Thank you all.

Front page photos:-

Local History visit to Lowdham Church

Back page photos:-

Pub Quiz Eleven members enjoyed the recent quiz and had a nice meal

at The Oak Tree. Some deep thinking going on there, they won last
month, not so lucky this month/!

Table top games interactive digital games demonstration by Respectful
Care’s Wellbeing Suite staff.

Garden visit - Renishaw Hall

National Trust-Calke Abbey

Lunch group -at Ciao Bella, “cibo delizioso!”

Snapshot Gallery- has this goat escaped from Cannon Hall Farm I

wonder?
More photos on the website and on our facebook page-all in colour!

11






