
   

OCTOBER 2023 Newsletter 

 www.rainworth-u3a.org.uk 
   rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

facebook – rainworthu3a 
 

We meet on the second Wednesday  
of the month, 10am-12pm  

at the Rainworth Village Hall 

Rainworth & District 
Established 2013 

 

  LIndhurst Wind Farm 

  Community Trust 



 2 

Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow 
monthly 

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 797586 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert /
Alwyn Brettell 795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust 2nd Thur Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Andrew 
Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Table top 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown / 
Jackie Massey 

 07982 
243462 
07881 
661894 

annbrown051@gmail.com 
 
masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme  2023  

 

 Oct 11th   Our 10th Anniversary Party 10-12pm with 
     singing, sherry and cake! 

 Nov 8th   Mike Ogden “The Slow Road” 
 

 Dec 13th   Christmas Party with Paula Cornwell as  
    “The Honourable Mrs Victor Bruce” and 
    The Ringtones. 
    Please indicate on the attendance sheet by  
    November’s meeting if you wish to book lunch.
     

 

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone! 

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time  
employment who would like to join our u3a?  No age limit! Bring 
them along for a visit to see who we are  

and what we do!   “learn, laugh, live” 

 

Future Events 2023 

Tue 14th Nov  Coffee morning 10-12pm with tombola and raffle. 
    £3 pay on the door includes drinks and cake. 
    Donations would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Nottinghamshire Community Foundation 
 We are a local Nottinghamshire charity helping people give locally.  

Talk to us for free advice on any of your charitable giving, to ensure 100% 
funding stays local.  

Please contact us on 01623 620202 or nina@nottscf.org.uk 
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A warm welcome to all members and visitors to our 10th Anniversary  
celebration. We hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter, please keep the 
articles and photos coming!  It’s not a newsletter if it hasn’t got news!   
Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space 
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to rainworth-
u3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 31st October 

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Chris Bentley, Membership Secretary, of any change to your 
personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers. 

In case of any emergency, please give a contact name and number that 
should be used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also 
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried 
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.  

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Diana Parker, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email, as well as automatically receiving the Third 
Age Matters magazine by post. Both publications are full of 
information, ideas, policies and feedback on the organisation and other 
branches’ activities.  
We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly 
newsletter called “Newsbites.”There are links to these and other  
organisations on our website. 
You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every  
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and 
organisations. 
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Words from the Chair  

It’s Party Time! 

Today we are celebrating our 10th anniversary, a time to thank everyone 
who has made this possible and to look forward to the next 10 years and 
more, by encouraging new members, taking on roles and actively supporting 
our activities. 

Don’t forget we have a coffee morning coming up on Tuesday 14th  
November, 10-12pm, £3 pay on the door, with our popular tombola which 
helps to raise valuable funds. Donations are greatly appreciated. Bring your 
family, friends and neighbours! Please also remember to support the raffle, 
book and jigsaw stalls. 

If you no longer wish to receive the Third Age Matters magazine, please  
inform Chris, our Membership Secretary. This will save our u3a having to 
pay the postage currently costing almost £4 per issue. Again, savings 
however small, help us to keep subscriptions as low as possible. 

A big thank you to our communication team for their promotional display at 
Sainsbury’s Store, Mansfield recently. They raised awareness of our u3a  
handing out flyers and inviting shoppers to visit our meetings. Well done! 

 

 

Enjoy the party, see you next month if not before! 
Mary 
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Strollers 

As the Teversal Trail was considered to be unsuitable for our stroll at the 
end of September, we resorted to plan B and revisited one of our favourite 
places, Pleasley Country Park. 
So on a beautiful sunny Autumn morning we set off taking note of how the 
season is starting to change as we say farewell to summer. Not sure if it 
was a sign of bad weather to come, but the Hawthorn hedges were laiden 
with red berries and some mysterious looking black beetles were busy 
munching their way through the leaves of other bushes. Our stroll finished 
as usual at the cafe, with the favourite bacon cobs on offer washed down 
with lots of tea and coffee. The next stroll will take place on Monday 23rd 
October when we will be trying somewhere new, meeting at The Dukeries 
Garden Centre just off the A60 at 10.30am and strolling to Creswell Craggs. 
Finally, on behalf of all the members of the group we would like to pay  
tribute to Carol Bennett who was our leader for many years. She led us 
around some beautiful and interesting areas, which we continue to visit. 
Her commitment to the group was greatly appreciated and she will always 
be remembered, may she now rest in eternal peace.  

Andrew and Susan Goodison 

 
National Trust 

Wentworth Woodhouse, near Rotherham, is a Grade 1 stately home  
purchased in 2017 by a Preservation 
Trust whose aim is to restore and  
regenerate the neglected building at a 
cost of forty million pounds, after being 
expanded by many architects since 
1693. 
It is one of the largest houses in Europe 
with 370 rooms and is surrounded by 50 
acres of private gardens. 
The rooms are currently empty after the 
property was sold, but it is planned to 
return the furniture to the house as the 
repairs are completed. 
Although not owned by the National 
Trust, its members can enjoy a 50% 
discount. 
Ann MIlls 



 7 

Odeon Visits 
 

The new season started with two very powerful events. 
Firstly Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake with the male swans who gave power to 
the dancing! It was however a very modern adaptation filmed at Sadler’s 
Wells in 2019 with a queen, consort and corgi so obviously based on our late 
Queen and a young girl who had no idea of royal etiquette so it was all very 
amusing. Still think I prefer the traditional production! 
A week later it was Das Rheingold the first part of Wagner’s Ring Cycle which 
was a very strong performance from all the cast. A tale of myth, underworld, 
greed, nudity and bloodshed with an amazing set. Most of the opera took 
place at the Rhine where the gold was hidden. As always greed gets the  
better and stealing it gave rise to horrors. The performance was all without 
intervals including the orchestra so a quite a feat. However Antonio Pappano 
conducted and was his usual brilliant self. Wasn’t sure about the dress of 
some of the orchestra who obviously for a protest wore orange tops printed 
with “fair pay”. Wonder when they are going to screen the remaining parts? 
Fascinating to learn in the interviews at the beginning that Wagner wrote the 
Cycle in reverse order. First part last! 
Booking now for next events.  
Don Quixote, a ballet on Tuesday 7th November 7.15pm £20  
Andre Rieu White Christmas, Saturday 2nd December 3.00pm.  
The Nutcracker, Tuesday 12th December 7.15pm 
Pam Berry 

 

A much enjoyed trip to a bracing Skegness! 
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Wine Appreciation 

Our host for this month was Tony who introduced us to Provencal rosé wine. 
The consumption of these wines has tripled in the past 25 years and today 
one in three bottles of wine purchased in France is a bottle of rosé. Provence 
is the absolute epicentre of fine Rosé wine. Warm sunshine and the cooling 
breezes of the Mediterranean Sea encourage the elegant fruit flavours the 
region is known for. In general everyone enjoyed all the wines tasted and 
the supper that followed. A very pleasant evening. 
Betty Foster 

Garden Visits 
Ripley Castle and gardens near Knaresborough , Yorkshire was the  visit 
for our August meeting and again a lovely day with sunshine. This castle 
is the home of the Ingilby family who have been there since 1309 when 
Sir John Ingilby acquired it as a dowry. Bits were added on over the years 
including priestholes when Catholicism was banned. The guided tour was 
amazing with lots of stairs and a very colourful history. The family were 
involved with the Gunpowder plot in 1605 and supported Charles 1 during 
the Civil War. Definitely a colourful and gruesome history. 
Sir William Ingilby had been knighted by James V1 of Scotland as he had 
saved his life from a wild boar. Hence the village has many references to 
this including The Boar’s Head where we all enjoyed a lovely lunch!  
Another lovely day out. Pam Berry 

Book Group -Miss Benson’s Beetle by Rachel Joyce 

Margery Benson, a schoolteacher and spinster, mocked and underappreciat-
ed in a job she dislikes, reaches breaking point and decides it’s time to  
follow a lifelong ambition to search for the golden beetle of New Caledonia. 
She advertises for an assistant to accompany her and eventually ends up 
with Enid Pretty, a young woman with yellow hair and pink pompom shoes, 
who is the exact opposite of herself and of what she thought she needed! 
Enid fiercely believes in Margery, encourages her to live her dream and  
Margery supports Enid’s lifelong desire to have a baby and so their  
friendship blossoms. When they reach New Caledonia, stalked by a young 
soldier, Mundic, suffering from PTSD, they rent a rickety bungalow as a base 
for their expeditions. There are lots of adventures (not all pleasant) along 
the way which keep the reader thoroughly entertained and amused. There 
was mixed reaction to the book by group members but I, personally,  
thoroughly enjoyed it and would recommend it. Betty Foster 
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Local History Group- Alfresco in Autumn 

Did you know that from the age of 7 in times of yore, boys had to train with 
the longbow until they could fire 15 arrows a minute? 
Ernie has not been training since the age of 7, but made a pretty good fist of 
drawing the bow provided by Terry, our Edwinstowe guide. 
We were following in the footsteps of Robin Hood in Sherwood Forest as 
part of u3a Alfresco in Autumn week. 
But first, a foray down Edwinstowe High Street. Who knew there were so 
many ancient buildings, some hiding behind modern shopfronts. Also, that 
Edwinstowe boasts 2 blue plaques, commemorating John Bellamy and Chris-
topher Thomson, philanthropists who provided self-help and education for 
the poor of the village. 
Next stop, St. Mary’s Church where Robin Hood and Maid Marian were wed - 
outside the church porch because as outlaws, they were not allowed inside. 
But we were, and our guides Terry and Denise gave a very interesting 
presentation. 
The site was the resting place of King Edwin of Northumbria, killed in the 
battle of Hatfield in 633. After his remains were taken to York, a church was 
built, first in wood, then in stone in 1175. 
We searched the churchyard and found the grave of Dr Cobham Brewer of 
Phrase and Fable fame. Other notables were the grandfathers of Daniel Day-
Lewis and Alan Turing, both vicars here. 
Our expedition ended with lunch at the RSPB visitor centre in Sherwood For-
est, with some of the group going off later in search of the Major Oak. Truly 
Alfresco! 
Next meeting: Local historian Denis Hill on Major Hayman Rooke of Major 
Oak fame, Friday 27th October, 10am. New venue - Cambridge Close  
community room. Bring a mug. Diane Hibbert 

 

Snapshot Gallery -  Virtual Group  

Don’t forget to email one snapshot, animal, vegetable or mineral,  
(no people please) to Ian Hibbert at snapgallery21@gmail.com  
for the slideshow at each monthly meeting. 
 
Selected photos will also be included in the newsletter and on the website 
and deleted after one month. 
So get “snapping”   no photos - no gallery! September’s chosen photo 
is on the back cover and more on the website. 
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 Breakfast Group 

Sixteen members enjoyed an excellent breakfast at Ramsdale golf club, 
then coffee and a morning chat outside on the sunny patio. 

Gordon Brown 

 

Ten Pin Bowling 

Recent winners at bowling were Jill Lowe 
for the highest score and Helen Dawson 
for the most strikes. 
A most enjoyable morning. 

Gordon Brown 

 

Group Leader’s Meeting 

At the recent meeting, Group Leaders were issued with new requirements 
and guidelines from National Office including insurance, health and safety, 
record keeping and safeguarding. Interest group leaders have a vital role in 
ensuring the national organisation, individual u3a committees, themselves  
and members are protected against a range of situations and not at risk 
whilst providing an enjoyable activity. Please be realistic when wanting to 
undertake an activity, a Group Leader has the right to not include anyone 
who they deem to be at risk. On your behalf, thank you to our Group  
Coordinator and Leaders for all their hard work. Mary 
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Committee 

Mary 
Howarth 

 chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

  

 

624063 

 

Chair 

Website  
Newsletter 
Publicity 

Jean  
Bingham vicechair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

 

07572 

075528 

 

 

Vice-Chair  

Refreshments 
Publicity 

 Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
 

795399 

 

 
Business  
Secretary 

Publicity 

Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  
230023 
 

  
Treasurer 

Publicity 

Ann Mills programme@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

  

631714 

 
Programme & 
Social 
Secretary 

Chris 

Bentley 
christopherbrianbentley@gmail.com 

  
07752 

238 045 

  
Membership 

Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 

 
634154 

 
Groups 

Coordinator 

Diana 

Parker 

 

dianaparker76@googlemail.com 

 
406342 

 
Welfare 

Officer 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 

  
438702 

 
Meeting  
Support 

Ann Brown annbrown051@gmail.com 

07982 

243462 

 
Publicity 
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Strollers - Pleasley Park    NaƟonal Trust—Wentworth House 

Garden Visits– Ripley  Castle   Local History-Autumn Alfresco  

Snapshot Gallery    Breakfast Group-Ramsdale Golf Club 


