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Interest Groups

Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING.

“Virtual”
ggﬁgtht Slideshow (Ian Hibbert 795399  |snapgallery21@gmail.com
Y monthly
élrlr}g)chair Film 4th Wed |[Diane Hibbert |795399 [diane.hibbert@btinternet.com
@ Fri 07708
Book Group |3 Fri Betty Foster 444535 betty.foster@btopenworld.com
Breakfast 1st Tue |Gordon Brown 332%84 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
Card Craft 3rd Mon (Jill Pullan 400545  [jillandmalcp@gmail.com
Garden Visits |1« Thur |Ann Mills 631714 |ann_mills@me.com
Hobbies 3< Mon m?cuhrﬁglg 799322  |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Indoor Games (3¢ Mon égg[ﬁ‘s’\c’m 438702  |goodisonj2@gmail.com
Local History |(4* Fri Diane Hibbert |795399 |diane.hibbert@btinternet.com
Lunch Group 1|3< Tue  |Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com
: 07881 ) :
Lunch Group 2|2nd Wed |Jackie Massey 661894 masseyjackie@hotmail.com
National Trust |2 Thur m?cuhrﬁglr(]j 799322  |maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com
Odeon Visits |Various |Pam Berry 795473  |randp33@hotmail.com
; y 07925

Pub Quiz 3¢ Thur |Gordon Brown 896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com
giiﬂgitﬁges' 2< Mon |Pam Haywood [406078 |pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk
Strollers 4»Mon |[Andrew/Susan 438765 |goodisonj2@gmail.com

Goodison 9 Jo@gmail.
gg&lliari]g 3¢ Thur |Wendy Dixon %2237 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk

) o ] 07982 annbrown051@gmail.com

Trips & Visits |Various | Ann Brown 243462
X\ggseciation 3¢ Wed (Jill Pullan 400545  [jillandmalcp@gmail.com




Meeting Programme 2025

Wed 9th Apr David Skillen “The Gretna Girls”
Wed 14th May Peter Savage “"Do you remember?”

Edith Thomas would like to start a monthly Canasta group in the daytime,
day, time and venue to be decided.
Please let her know if you are interested.

Snapshot
Gallery



A warm welcome to all our members and visitors. We hope you enjoy the
monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and photos coming! Its not a
newsletter if it hasn’t got news!

Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.

The closing date for the next issue is 30th April

Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am.

Please notify Jean Bingham, our Membership Secretary, of any change to
your personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do not
wish to receive the u3a Matters magazine.

In case of an emergency, please give a contact name and number that you
would like used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our
Welfare Officer, Linda Stockton, know.

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones
are set to silent.

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution.

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page if you use
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.

We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a
website, www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly
newsletter called “Newsbites. "There are links to these and other
organisations on our website.

You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including

Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel.

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and
organisations.



Words from the Chair

Oh yes!!!

It's that time of year again when we are coming up to the AGM in June
and are needing members to serve on the Management

Committee. Without it our u3a cannot operate and I am sure you, as I do,
appreciate all the people who have given their commitment in the past to
enable it to be here today and want to see it continue into the future.

Our Secretary and Treasurer who have served their full term of 6 years in
office and our Programme Secretary who has served 9 years, have
graciously and thankfully agreed to stay on for another year and my 3
year term expires next year so we need to have people willing to learn the
roles by assisting/shadowing during this year. We cannot afford to
become vulnerable. In any case it is always prudent to have more than 1
person “in the know"” in case of emergencies and “many hands make light
work!” Please consider this opportunity to serve the membership, look on
it as a positive experience because it is, speak to Diane or myself, the
closing date for nominations is 30th April.

Your nomination will be greatly appreciated.

I'm sure we all hope that winter has left us and are expecting better
weather so we can venture out and about/ Mary

Please promote and advertise our u3a to anyone and everyone!

Do you know of anyone who is retired or in part-time
employment who would like to join our u3a? No age limit! Bring
them along for a visit to see who we are and what we do!

“learn, laugh, live”

Our speaker last month was John Bryan from Age UK’

_ This was his 2nd visit in 2 years to educate us
on the “scam industry!”

The title this time was “Jessica’s Law,” the true
story of a victim who was continuously
bombarded with scam mail and became
convinced all the promises of financial wins
etc. were true. She sent money to each
request and wouldn't listen to family advice
that she was being scammed, becoming
secretive and “addicted”

_ It totally changed her life, so always be on
your guard and never respond or reply to any
request because the scammers will release
your details to others who then contact you!




Notification of Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of Rainworth and District u3a will be held on
Wednesday 11th June, 2025, in Rainworth Village Hall, Kirklington
Road, Rainworth, Notts at 10am.

ALL FULLY PAID-UP MEMBERS are entitled to submit nominations for
committee, and vote, either by attending the meeting or by proxy.
Nomination forms are available from the Secretary, Diane Hibbert, and
must be returned by April 30", in person or to 18 Diamond Avenue,
Rainworth, NG21 OFF. Late nominations cannot be accepted.

Mary Howarth

Chair of the committee. April 2025.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

A list of nominees will be included with the documentation to be
distributed in May.

1) Chair 2) Vice Chair 3) Secretary

4) Treasurer and up to 8 committee members with areas of responsibility.
AGENDA

1) Chair's opening remarks

2) Apologies for absence

3) Minutes of previous AGM

4) To receive and adopt the Chair's Report

5) To receive and adopt the Statement of Accounts from April 2024 to
March 2025 inclusive

6) To appoint an Examiner of Accounts

7) To elect the Officers and Members of the Committee

8) Constitutional change of quorum for the AGM from 25% to 20%

Book Group The Unlikely adventures of the Shergill sisters

Eight months after the death of their Sikh mother in London, the three
sisters set off on a pilgrimage to India planned by their mother in the hope
of bringing them closer together. They each have their own problems and
none of them want to be there. Rajni, the eldest, is worried about her
18-year-old son expecting a baby with a much older woman, Jezmeen, an
actress and TV host is watching her career self-destructing after an
unfortunate YouTube clip and Shirina, the youngest sister who is married
and living in Australia is having difficulties within her marriage. The three
women have never really got on and are finding it difficult travelling in
India following their mother’s itinerary and being confined to their hotel
most nights. Would her gamble to bring them together on this pilgrimage
to their roots pay off? Betty Foster



Garden Visits

With a slight change of plan in March we
visited Easton Walled Garden, south of
Grantham, home to the Cholmeley family
who started with a large empty neglected
plot and transformed it into an amazing
and stunning garden.

It was the sunniest day for a long while
and the sky was an intense blue showing
up the snowdrops still blooming and
daffodils and other bulbs just starting to
appear.

A lovely walk round the estate including
viewing the source of the River Witham which flows through Lincoln.

A pretty twinkling stream !

We then motored to Boundary Mill shopping outlet north of Grantham for
lunch and retail therapy followed by tea, cake and Prosecco for those of us
with loyalty cards!!

Thanks Ann for arranging a lovely trip and the weather!

Pam Berry

Indoor Games

At our March indoor games, dominoes and
Kurling were closely contested.

Jim Phillips won 2 games of dominoes, John
Curtis, Jackie Massey and Ian Hibbert won a
game each.

As is usual with Kurling we had 2 teams, the
Red team were ahead for most of the game
Il but some good shots from the Blues meant

™ they beat the Reds hands down in one game
and took the lead where they stayed until the
end coming out winners by about 12 points.

Jackie Massey




Odeon Group

In March it was another ballet, this time the story of Romeo and Juliet
danced to the amazing choreography of the late Kenneth Macmillan.

It involved superb ballet with such beauty and acting to tell the story. We
were all entranced. The set, the dramatic music from Sergey Prokofiev and
the ballet stars gave us a magical evening.

A huge cast all in authentic costumes plus the glamour of the Royal Opera
House, London. What a night!

Our next event is Turandot an opera by Puccini. Report next month.
At our April main meeting I am booking for:-

Ballet To Broadway on Thursday 22nd May at 7.15 £20 Sensuous
contemporary ballet meets the energy of musical theatre in 4 short works,
Fool's Paradise, The Two of Us, Us, An American in Paris.

The trailer showed a really great show!
This is the last in the season which starts again in the Autumn.

Pam Berry

Armchair Film Club

Ealing comedy The Ladykillers

A bunch of witless crooks takes on everyone's favourite granny in this dark
comedy. Alec Guinness leads the gang, which includes some famous faces,
such as Peter Sellers and Herbert Lom (before they made The Pink Panther).
Also we recognised Jack Warner, playing a policeman of course, Frankie
Howerd and Kenneth Connor.

Planning to rob a security van, the crooks lodge in Mrs Wilberforce's boarding
house, posing as a string quintet by playing a recording behind locked doors.
However, they slip up and Mrs Wilberforce discovers the truth. It is obvious
they need to murder her before she goes to the police, but instead end up
falling foul of each other, and Mrs W. gets to keep the loot.

Viewing-wise, it was a bright sunny day and people were very helpful and
forthcoming with suggestions, so we shall be experimenting with various
blackout ideas next month.

Diane and Ian Hibbert.



Strollers

The strollers group thought that they had recruited two new members on
their last walk around Pleasley Pit Park on the 24th March. As we assembled
in the car park a couple asked if they could join us on our walk and we
wondered if they had attended a previous u3a meeting. It turned out that
they were new to the area and we must have looked like a friendly bunch so
they felt safe in joining us. The lady, who spoke with a foreign accent, was
fascinated with wild flowers and she kept deviating from the main path to
find some! At the end of the walk they joined us for refreshments in the
cafe then mysteriously disappeared just as quickly as they had appeared in
the first place... oh well! We might not have recruited them as new
members this time, but hopefully between us we have planted a seed which
will hopefully come to fruition at some time in the future. If not joining
Rainworth u3a maybe another group will benefit from their membership.
The signs of Spring were around, not only with the bright and sunny
weather but the Blackthorn was coming into full bloom and other bushes
and trees were bursting into new life. There were a few canada geese
wandering around on the edge of the main lake but other than that the
most prolific species of animal was the four legged furry kind (dogs) which
were accompanied by responsible human beings.

Although we had discussed going to Farnsfield for our next walk we
have decided to save this one for May when there should be a guarantee of
better weather. We will now change to plan B and visit Creswell Craggs
instead on Monday 28th April meeting up in the car park at the Dukeries
Garden Centre near Worksop for 10.30am. By choosing to park here there
won't be any charge and we can enjoy the benefits of two different eating
places, purchase things from the farm shop and also the garden
centre. Andrew & Susan Goodlison

Lunch Group 2

Nineteen members went to The Archer on Warsop Lane in Rainworth for
lunch with the local luncheon group.

The food was great, well served and very reasonably priced.

The staff were very friendly and coped well as we pretty much arrived in one
go!

At the request of some members we shall at some stage make a return visit.
The next venue will be The Sherwood on Kirklington Road on Wednesday
9th April.

Jackie Massey



Local History Group

Watson Fothergill, architect

What's the difference between a grotesque and a gargoyle?
Grotesques don't spit (rainwater!), gargoyles do!

We learned this fascinating fact from Lucy Brouwer, who gave us an
entertaining illustrated talk on Watson Fothergill, Nottingham's most famous
Victorian architect.

Actually, the honour should go to Mansfield as that is where he was born -
Fothergill Watson - in 1841. He switched his hame around and his career
took off.

First he designed and built his own home, The Lindens, on Chesterfield
Road, now replaced by Tesco's petrol station. Then came Heatherdene, a
house for his sister on Crow Hill Drive. Houses on St. John Street, Harrop
White solicitors and the King's Arms pub came along. The Nottingham and
Notts bank on Church Street later became part of the Swan hotel.

The Cattle Market building is Mansfield's most well-known, now a restaurant.
It was saved from demolition in 1989, unlike the Congregational Church on
Westgate which came down in 1982.

All these buildings showed Fothergill's distinctive style of towers, turrets,
oriel windows, bands of coloured brick and fantastical friezes of figures and
grotesques.

He relocated to Nottingham and in 1894 built his own offices on George St.
(see picture). He had already designed the Black Boy hotel on land owned
by the Brunt's charity. That is why his buildings have shops on the ground
floor - the rents going to the charity. The decorative lions from when the
hotel was demolished are now at Nottingham Castle.

Luckily the Nottingham and Notts bank on Thurland St. has been repurposed
as a sports bar, keeping its original features, as has the Queen’'s Chambers
on Long Row.

Watson Fothergill’s signature Gothic revival style is unmistakable.
On a day out in Nottingham you cannot fail to spot his work if you look up
(or you could join one of Lucy’s guided tours!)

Diane Hibbert.
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Rainworth & District u3a Committee June 2024-June 2025

Mary chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 07930 S\?at;r't & Newslett
ebsite ewsletter
Howarth | rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 243121 |~ munications
. . . Vice-Chair

Jean vicechair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 07572

Bingham membership@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 075528 Members_hlp_Secretary
Communications

Diane i 01623 | Business Secretary

Hibbert secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 295399 | Communications

01623 | Treasurer

Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 230023 | Communications

01623 | Programme Secretary

Ann Mills | ann_mills@me.com 631714 |Social Secretary

Hinda linda.stockton@ymail.com 01623 | Welfare Officer
Stockton ' ymat. 634154 | Group Coordinator
Andrew 01623 [ Meeting

goodisonj2@gmail.com

Goodison 438702 | Support
Ann Brown | annbrown051@gmail.com 07962 Committee member
gmail. 243462

Casual Committee

Jackie masseyjackie@hotmail.com 07881 member
Massey Y] ) 661894 | Press

Secretary

Interest Groups

Whilst it is hoped that members can access a particular interest group, it is
not always possible due to transport availability and cost, or venue
limitations/restrictions. Ask the Group Leader if there is a waiting list you
can go on.

We are fortunate to be able to hire a Ravenshead Community bus for some
trips at reasonable cost which are usually full and is able to access all
venues. When a larger commercial coach is hired, the cost has to be
shared by those members regardless of the nhumber travelling and is not
appropriate for some venues. The Group Coordinator, Linda Stockton and
the Committee will always support anyone in becoming a group leader to
set up a second group for that interest, it can be a shared role and would
enable others to participate.
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