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Interest Groups 
Members wishing to join/attend any interest group activities 
must contact the group leader PRIOR TO ATTENDING. 

Snapshot 
Gallery 

“Virtual” 
Slideshow 
monthly 

Ian Hibbert 795399 snapgallery21@gmail.com 

Book Group 3rd Fri Betty Foster 07708 
444535 betty.foster@btopenworld.com 

Breakfast 
Group 1st Tue Gordon Brown 07925 

896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Card Craft 3rd Mon Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 

Garden Visits 1st Thur Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

Hobbies  3rd Mon Maureen  
Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Indoor 
Games 3rd Mon Andrew  

Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Local History 4th Fri Diane  Hibbert  795399 diane.hibbert@btinternet.com 

Lunch 3rd Tue Ann Mills 631714 ann_mills@me.com 

National 
Trust 2nd Thur Maureen  

Litchfield 799322 maureen.litchfield@hotmail.com 

Odeon Visits Various Pam Berry 795473 randp33@hotmail.com 

Pub Quiz 3rd Thur Gordon Brown 07925 
896004 gordonbrown66@ntlworld.com 

Ringtones- 
Singing 2nd Mon Pam Haywood 406078 pamhaywood@hotmail.co.uk 

Strollers 4th Mon Andrew/Susan 
Goodison 438702 goodisonj2@gmail.com 

Ten Pin 
Bowling  3rd Thur Wendy Dixon 07580 

385437 mattjen@hotmail.co.uk 

Trips & Visits  Various  Ann Brown   07982 
243462 

annbrown051@gmail.com  
 
 

Wine  
Appreciation 3rd Wed Jill Pullan 400545 jillandmalcp@gmail.com 
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Meeting Programme 2025 

Wed   8th Jan NO MEETING-VILLAGE HALL CLOSED. 
   PLEASE CONTACT YOUR GROUP LEADERS FOR 
   ANY  INFORMATION RE ACTIVITIES 
 
Tues 18th Feb Coffee morning  
   at Rainworth Village Hall 10-12pm 
   Tombola, Raffle, Music quiz, Books and Jigsaws,  
   Cakes and drinks. Come along and support this event. 
   A Project Worker from the Citizens Advice Bureau/ 
   Cadent Partnership will be attending with  
   information on how to access help with energy costs
   and will have “freebies” to give away! 
   £3 pay on the door.  
   Bring your family, friends and neighbours! 
   Donations  for the tombola welcome. 

Words from the Chair 

 

Welcome to our Christmas party with entertainment from Dave Moylan and 
The Ringtones. Thank you to Ann Mills and the social committee for the 
food, Ann Brown for the raffle, and Jean and the refreshment team. 
Also a big thank you to Matt Bingham of Sainsbury’s, for his generous  
donation of a gift voucher to help towards our costs today. Thank you to 
the members who made donations for the Christmas hampers. 

Thank you to everyone for their generous donations to the EMICS  
Volunteer Emergency Doctors fund at the last meeting. Our u3a donated 
£50 and with members contributions it came to £334.11, a great result,  
didn’t we do well!!! 

On a sad note I regret to inform you of the death of Ruth Ball, a 
longstanding member who has cheerfully entertained us over the years as a 
member of The Ringtones, no funeral details available as yet. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from  
myself and the committee. 

Mary 
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A warm welcome to all our members and visitors.  We hope you enjoy the 
monthly newsletter, please keep the articles and photos coming!  It’s not a 
newsletter if it hasn’t got news!   
Articles will be put on the website as they are received and has more space 
for photos, all in colour! Please email articles to  
rainworthu3anews@gmail.com with any photos as an attachment.  

The closing date for the next issue is 31st January 
Please do not arrive to the meeting before 9.30am. 

Please notify Jean Bingham, our Membership Secretary, of any change to 
your personal details e.g. address, email & phone numbers and if you do not 
wish to receive the u3a Matters magazine. 

In case of an emergency, please give a contact name and number that you 
would like used to the Membership Secretary and your Group Leaders. Also 
please write the details on your membership card which should be carried 
with you at all u3a meetings, events and activities.  

If you are aware of a member who is unable to attend the meeting and 
would welcome a newsletter, and/or a telephone call, please let our  
Welfare Officer, Linda Stockton, know. 

Have you remembered to bring your mugs? Please ensure mobile phones 
are set to silent.  

If you have any comments or ideas regarding our activities, please use the 
suggestion box, it can be an anonymous contribution. 

Do have a look at our website and join our Facebook page, if you use  
social media, for the latest information and also the u3a National  
website, www.u3a.org.uk where you can sign up to receive their  
monthly newsletter via email. It is full of information, ideas, policies and 
feedback on the organisation and other branches’ activities.  
We are a member of the Notts Network of u3a’s, who also have a  
website,  www.nottsnetworkofu3as.weebly.com/ and issue a bi-monthly 
newsletter called “Newsbites.”There are links to these and other  
organisations on our website. 
You can listen to u3a radio on podcasting platforms, including  
Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts and on u3a You Tube channel. 

Don’t forget to look at the notice board on display at every  
meeting for more information about our u3a and other events and 
organisations. 
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 Strollers 

The group managed to avoid the deluge of snow which had cancelled our 
coffee morning, and the rain and wind from Storm Bert, for the last walk of 
the year. 
We set off on a glorious sunny morning for a stroll around King's Mill  
Reservoir. The wildlife including ducks, swans ,geese ,moorhens and herons, 
were enjoying the dry day as well as the people walking with dogs, children 
or just walking for exercise. It was obvious that the birds are used to contact 
with people as one young man was seen feeding grain to a goose, hand to 
beak. The new boat house has been finished and looks very smart but is yet 
to be opened for use. This walk turned out to be the shortest one of the 
year, in fact it was so quick we didn't have time for a group photo. By the 
time we had finished most members were already ordering their drinks in 
Morrison's café! Instead of enjoying our usual drinks and bacon cobs, we 
resorted to drinks and cake for elevenses. Ian was very disappointed that he 
missed out on a free doughnut with his drink as the offer was only available 
on “Black Friday!” 

The Strollers group won't be meeting on 23rd December as most members 
will be far too busy dashing out to the supermarket to collect their turkey 
and brussel sprouts. In the New Year we will meet on Monday 27th January 
at Rufford Park car park departing at our usual time of 10.30am. 
We hope that everyone in the group has enjoyed their strolls over the past 
12 months and we look forward to planning the ones for 2025.If you would 
like to suggest somewhere new to go please let us know ,we are always 
open to new ideas.  
 
Finally we would like to take 
this opportunity to wish all the 
strollers a very  
Merry Christmas and even 
more importantly a very  
Happy and HEALTHY New 
Year. 

Best Wishes 
 
Andrew and Susan Goodison 
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Garden Visits 

Eleven members spent a relaxing  
morning learning how to make  
Christmas wreaths to hang on a door or 
as a table centrepiece. Most people 
were new to the skill but every finished 
wreath was very professional, and all 
were completely different to each  
other. Our session ended with coffee 
and Betty’s super mince pies. 

Ann Mills 

 

 

ARMCHAIR FILM CLUB 

Come and spend a cosy afternoon at our new Armchair Film Club on the 4th 
Wednesday of the month, 2-4pm at Cambridge Close community room  
starting 22nd Jan. 2025. 

Group members can contribute DVDs and decide what to watch.  

All suggestions considered. 
Refreshments available for a contribution, bring a mug. 

Diane Hibbert 
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Local History Group 

We welcomed photographer and local historian Neil Pledger for our end-of-
year fuddle and quiz. 

Neil is a true Mansfield enthusiast and his presentation is very lively and  
entertaining. His slide-show quiz covered many quirky facts about the local 
Mansfield area. Between us, we managed to answer most of the questions, 
some with inspired guesswork, but two or three questions stumped us! 
 
** Who would have guessed that the number one Mansfield area attraction 
on Trip Advisor is Sherwood Pines? 

** Who knows what the Chocolate Box was? 

** Who can remember the Mansfield Brewery beer slogan? 

After a break for generously donated refreshments, we found out the  
answers:  

** The Chocolate Box was the leisure centre on Chesterfield Road. 

** and of course, Not Much Matches Mansfield! 

The morning ended with the presentation of a donation to the Sherwood 
Forest Food Bank, where Neil is a volunteer. 

Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who has helped and supported the Local 
History group in our adventures over the year. 

The next Local History meeting will be at Cambridge Close on Friday 24th 
January, as we do not meet in December. The intriguing subject of the talk 
is Napoleonic prisoners of war in Chesterfield. All welcome. 

Diane Hibbert. 

 

 

Mobile Scooters and Bus/Coach Travel! 

Jill Pullan has recent experience of this combination! 

She now has the facts about these modes of transport being used at the 
same time so if you have or are thinking of buying a mobile scooter and 
want to use it on bus and coach journeys see Jill because, yes it’s true 
folks, size really does matter!!! 

Mary 
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Odeon Group 

No events in November to report and a small group are looking forward to a 
ballet of Cinderella in December.  

At the December meeting I will be booking for the opera “The Tales of  
Hoffman” by Offenbach which features three acts at different stages of his 
obsessive and unfulfilled life including a mechanical doll! Wednesday 15th 
January at 6.45pm meeting in foyer of Odeon at 6.25pm. £20  
After this there are 2 ballets,  
Swan Lake on Thursday 27th February 
Romeo and Juliet on Thursday 20th March.  
Booking at our meeting in February.  

A very Happy Christmas to all Odeon event followers. 

Pam Berry 

Indoor Games 

Maltese Cross was played this month with the “Dixon variation”. This led to 
wins by Ian (twice), Diane and Jackie - only her 2nd time playing - 
but unfortunately not for Wendy! 

Kurling gave us a bit of physical exercise on a cold day. This month, the 
Reds got their act together, beating the Blues by 64 points to 46. 

Ian demonstrated how to solve the Helicopter puzzle, see back page, (having 
watched a You tube video previously). It comes apart by centrifugal force, 
spinning like helicopter blades to release 2 metal rods. It was left to Lynden 
to puzzle out how to put it back together again! 

Diane Hibbert. 

Hobbies 

The knitted hats, on the back page, were knitted by Louise as Christmas gifts 
for her family, who wouldn’t want one of those on a winter’s day! 

You are welcome to come to hobbies of any kind, card craft, indoor games 
including kurling on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Methodist Church 
Hall  in Rainworth, 2-4pm. It only costs £1.50. Free parking! 
Bring a mug for the refreshment break. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 16th December when there will be Christmas 
nibbles!  
Mary 
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 Book Group– Still Life by Sarah Winman 

 

The book opens in Florence in 1944 where Private Ulysses Temper is  
stationed with the British Army and Miss Evelyn Skinner, an art 
historian, who has been sent to identify masterpieces and protect them 
from theft and destruction. After a chance meeting in a cellar, the pair form 
a bond and a connection that will last forever. At the end of the war  
Ulysses returns to the East End of London and his home in the Stoat and 
Parrot pub which is full of unique characters plus a blue Shakespeare  
quoting parrot! However he never forgets his time in Florence so when 
nine years later, he is bequeathed a property by a man whose life he had 
saved, he takes the opportunity to return along with Cress, a dear friend 
from the pub, his adopted daughter, Alys, and the parrot! 

The next three decades centre on their lives along with old friends and 
new. There is historical fiction, great characters, friendship, love, laughter 
along with heartbreaking and heartwarming moments. 

Although most of our group couldn’t get on with the book, I found it one of 
my most enjoyable reads! 

We still have a couple of vacancies in the group so if you want to widen 
your reading experience, do come and join us. We meet in the Blidworth 
Library on the third Friday of each month, 10-12pm 

Our next meeting is on Friday 20th December when we have our usual 
Christmas nibbles! 

Betty Foster 

 

Pub Quiz 

 

Nine members 
enjoyed a  
festive meal and 
quiz at the Oak 
Tree Pub,  
Mansfield. 

Gordon Brown 
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Christmas Lunch 

The extended lunch group once again enjoyed good food and entertainment 
at the Hostess Restaurant. 

 

We didn’t win the 
Quiz but  
discovered that 
75 turkey dinners 
had been served 
that lunchtime!!! 
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Rainworth & District u3a Committee June 2024-June 2025 

Mary 
Howarth 

 chair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

rainworthu3anews@gmail.com 

07930 
243121 

Chair 
Website & Newsletter 
Communications 

Jean  
Bingham 

vicechair@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 
 
membership@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 

07572 
075528 

Vice-Chair  
 
Membership Secretary 
Communications 

Diane  

Hibbert 
secretary@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 01623 

795399  
Business Secretary 
Communications 

Jill Lowe treasurer@rainworth-u3a.org.uk 01623  
230023 

Treasurer 
Communications 

Ann Mills ann_mills@me.com 01623 
631714 

Programme Secretary 
Social Secretary 

Linda 

Stockton 
linda.stockton@ymail.com 01623 

634154 
Welfare Officer 
Group Coordinator 

Andrew  
Goodison goodisonj2@gmail.com 01623  

438702 
Meeting  
Support 

Ann Brown annbrown051@gmail.com 07982 
243462 Committee member 

 Jackie Massey    Press Secretary    07881 661 894         masseyjackie@hotmail.com 

WINE APPRECIATION 

In November the wine tasting was at mine and having just come back from 
Alsace in France, I decided on Alsatian Pinot Gris. A white wine, one of the 
eight major varietals produced in this region. Two were bought locally 
around Mansfield and the other two came direct from Alsace with me! An off 
dry wine that was approved by the group and interestingly the first and  
second rated were close. One bought locally and the other direct so proves 
that locally bought wine in a supermarket can equate to where it is actually 
produced! The evening finished with a French style buffet supper. 

Our next meeting in December is our Christmas meal, with no official 
“tasting” but plenty of wine to be consumed and we all contribute to a 4 
course meal. 

Pam Berry 
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